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Friday Notes is designed to enhance communication among various agricultural sectors, educators, students, and the public who are interested

in a variety of plant, animal, food, and environmental issues. Friday Notes advocates the pursuit of credible, unbiased, science-based

information. Material contained in linked articles is from the original authors and does not necessarily reflect the views of CAST.
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Announcements

These five innovators changed
the way we farm. 

Dr. George Washington Carver
left a legacy at Tuskegee

University, Iowa State
University, and nationwide.

The National Teach Ag Campaign
is seeking outstanding agricultural
education majors to represent the
profession as National Teach Ag

Ambassadors at the 2021
National FFA Convention &

Expo. 

The Agricultural Communicators
of Tomorrow announced five
national officers—including

students from Texas A&M and the
University of Arkansas.   

CAST College Corner

The University of Missouri is
forming a new Center for
Regenerative Agriculture.

North Carolina A&T State
University awarded the 2021
Human Rights Medal to North

Carolina Supreme Court Justice
Anita Earls.

A Cornell University College of

February 5, 2021

Agriculture in the Era of
COVID-19

Food producers face many
challenges, but the pandemic
added an unexpected twist.
From crowded processing
plants to the legendary wide-
open spaces, the important
mission of getting enough
food to consumers carries on.

These links provide a sample
of the issues facing the world
of agriculture: (1) The USDA
provides information about
coronavirus and assistance available for farmers. (2) This site
lists many articles about coronavirus on the farm--including such
topics as individual farmer practices, pertinent research, and
government programs. (3) Agriculture organizations such as the
AFBF and the NFU post websites with coronavirus information.
(4) This USDA report indicates that rural residents appear to be
more vulnerable to the effects of coronavirus. (5) Health officials
and activists are trying to get vaccines to those they consider
essential farm laborers. (6) Many local markets with direct-to-
consumer sales have prospered during the pandemic.

News and Views

Vaccine News: Johnson and Johnson requested emergency
use authorization from the FDA for a third coronavirus vaccine. It
has appealing aspects regarding storage and its effectiveness at
keeping recipients out of hospital.  

New Appointees and Rural America: This article includes
varied insights about what the new administration’s
appointments might mean for rural America.

EPA and Science: A federal judge ruled on the issue of which
scientific studies the EPA can use for public health decisions.  

Farmside Chat (video): Beth Ford and Zippy Duvall discuss
challenges facing agriculture and the food supply chain.

Campus Update: Colleges, universities, and community
colleges are mixing in-person and online education. 

http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?ca=57241d9f-cce7-4611-9987-1e748d68ae55&preview=true&m=1102365224729&id=preview
https://www.ffa.org/diversity-inclusion/black-history-month-innovators-in-agriculture/?fbclid=IwAR0gfHzL-TJiI4QbQPyyVLjC8fTU2u7FoOQWI4yIBH49SFHLtAOknyzRRiI
https://www.tuskegee.edu/support-tu/george-washington-carver/carver-chronology
https://digitalcollections.lib.iastate.edu/george-washington-carver/biography
https://www.nal.usda.gov/exhibits/ipd/carver/timeline#event-first-art-then-science
https://survey.alchemer.com/s3/6130376/d5c32551ef64
http://www.agnewscenter.com/archives.cfm?news=12383
https://cafnr.missouri.edu/2021/01/diving-deeper-into-regenerative-agriculture/
https://www.ncat.edu/news/2021/02/2021-human-rights-medal-winner.php
https://www.vet.cornell.edu/news/20210128/hang-tight-rhino-airlifting-endangered-creatures-safer-expected?fbclid=IwAR1lMfcnc5UN1sKqfuoc4ybY11s38Kx5XrCQW7znxYpL-GTCbfScKkpDFKE
https://www.farmers.gov/coronavirus
https://www.farmprogress.com/coronavirus
https://www.fb.org/land/impact-covid19-on-ag
https://nfu.org/coronavirus/
https://www.ers.usda.gov/amber-waves/2021/february/rural-residents-appear-to-be-more-vulnerable-to-serious-infection-or-death-from-coronavirus-covid-19/
https://www.thepoultrysite.com/news/2021/02/essential-agriculture-workers-in-california-to-get-covid-19-vaccine-on-farms
https://jg-tc.com/business/agriculture/farmers-markets-fared-well-during-covid-challenges/article_33999bc4-5247-515a-9c71-ab37a2a602ea.html
https://www.npr.org/sections/coronavirus-live-updates/2021/02/04/964264102/johnson-johnson-applies-for-emergency-use-authorization-for-anti-covid-19-vaccin
https://abc7ny.com/health/covid-vaccine-updates-fda-set-to-review-johnson-and-johnson-vaccine/10316183/
https://dailyyonder.com/biden-names-rural-team/2021/02/01/
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/us/judge-throws-out-trump-rule-limiting-what-science-epa-can-use/ar-BB1die56?ocid=mailsignout&li=BBnb7Kz
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-Np2mhdNaC4
https://www.npr.org/2021/02/03/962820314/colleges-add-more-in-person-classes-for-spring-amid-high-risk-of-coronavirus-spr


Veterinary Medicine study
analyzed the effects of

transporting tranquilized rhinos
upside-down.

Check throughout Friday Notes
to see more featured articles

from member universities.

CAST Social Media

Visit our
website

       
CAST welcomes ideas for future

publications and projects.

Far Side of the Barn

Groundhog Day 2021: Men in top hats,
a smelly rodent, and the “curse of Bill
Murray”—check here for memes and
videos about Punxsutawney Phil.  

Best Snow Day Ever (video): The
pandas at the National Zoo slip, slide,
and go viral yet again.

A Full-bodied, Vintage Faux Pas: A
young couple in a New York restaurant
ordered an $18 Pinot Noir but received a $2000 bottle of Mouton
requested by a group of business executives. Cheers!  

CAST Updates

Student Study Guides

Are you a professor looking to refresh your course with some
up-to-date content? Are you teaching online this semester?
Do you know someone who could benefit from using CAST

publications? We have you covered. All of our 2020
publications have a webinar and student study guide available

to download for free. Check out the list of nine publications
and student study guides we rolled out last year.

Click. Contribute. Communicate.

Please support CAST's efforts to communicate credible science through membership or a donation today.
CAST's success in countering misinformation and continuing as a voice for sound science in the future—as we

have in the past—depends on your membership and donations. If you are already a CAST member—and
haven’t renewed yet for 2021—please renew today!

Animal Agriculture and Environmental News

Egg Production (audio): This edition of North Carolina
State’s “Farm, Food and You” involves a fourth-generation
egg producer who builds on long-held family values. 

Beef Biosecurity: As explained by a beef specialist from
The Ohio State University, producers could benefit from the
Daily Biosecurity Plan for Disease Prevention—links to
resources here.

Pig Performance: This article looks at how pig performance
can be helped by proper management and proactive
responses that are enhanced by online data and support.

Where the Cattle Roam: A University of Missouri livestock
economist examines the latest USDA Cattle Inventory

https://www.cast-science.org/
https://www.facebook.com/CASTagScience/
https://twitter.com/castagscience
https://www.linkedin.com/company/1225116/admin/
https://www.youtube.com/user/CASTagScience
https://www.cast-science.org/submit-an-idea-for-a-cast-publication/
https://filmdaily.co/memes/punxsutawney-phil-memes/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vj9ra-IHtxg
https://www.decanter.com/wine-news/new-york-restaurant-mistake-mouton-rothschild-1989-446051-446051/?utm_source=digg
https://www.cast-science.org/student-study-guides/
https://www.cast-science.org/membership-application/
https://www.cast-science.org/donation/
https://www.cast-science.org/membership/renew-membership/
https://cals.ncsu.edu/farms-food-and-you/
https://www.beefmagazine.com/management/beef-cattle-biosecurity-plan-disease-prevention
https://www.bqa.org/resources/templates-assessments
https://www.pigprogress.net/Home/General/2021/1/No-historical-data-but-fresh-info-from-the-barn-701738E/?utm_source=tripolis&utm_medium=email&utm_term=&utm_content=&utm_campaign=pig_progress
https://brownfieldagnews.com/news/cattle-inventory-shows-some-surprising-regional-shifts/


Report and the changes on a state-by-state basis.

Pork News: The Iowa Pork Producers Association
announced the winners of its pork producers awards, and
this site covers some updates about pork companies.  

Lofty Dairy Goals: The dairy industry set a bold agenda to
reach the goal of net zero GHG emissions by 2050. 

Cattle Disease Research: A new project involving experts
from Cornell and Texas A&M aims to mitigate risks certain
diseases pose to the cattle industry. 

Penn State researchers are
studying how genetic and

environmental factors enable some
feral honey bee colonies to tolerate

pathogens and survive winters.

Click here to access the CAST
Commentary about "honey bee

health."

Food Science and Safety News

Waste Not (video): Tossing leftovers isn’t just wasting food
—it also affects land, water, and energy use. 

Issue Paper Resource (see above): Click here to access
the CAST publication Food Loss and Waste.

Try a Little Tenderness: Kansas State meat scientists
studied beef cuts to see how fat content, connective tissue
characteristics, and muscle structure influence tenderness.  

Cherry Tomato Upgrade: Cornell University researchers
produced a new variety of cherry tomatoes with improved
yield, shelf-life, and visual appeal.  

Soy and Dietary Guidelines: The Soy Nutrition Institute
issued a statement about the USDA Dietary Guidelines that
highlight the benefits of soy products.

Super Bowl Food Safety (related links at right): The
USDA shared their game plan to avoid foodborne illnesses
during the preparation of Super Bowl snacks.

A Cellular Fish Story: A cell-based seafood producer raised
$60 million as it preps for market launch. Click here to access
the CAST Commentary Producing Food Products from
Cultured Animal Tissues.

The pandemic has changed many
habits, but true to form, Americans

are expected to devour a record
amount (1.42 billion) of chicken
wings on Super Bowl weekend. 

Many of the “early release” Super
Bowl ads deal with food and drink.

Plant Agriculture and Environmental News

New EPA Head and Biofuels: The administration’s
appointee to lead the EPA spoke about a program that
exempts small refiners from biofuel blending obligations. 

Into the Woods: According to this article, when forest
management is done well, it makes our forests more
resilient, provides incredible habitat for wildlife, and produces

https://www.porkbusiness.com/news/industry/iowa-pork-producers-association-announces-2020-award-winners
https://www.porkbusiness.com/news/industry/companies-move-cargill-hormel-tyson-and-ew-nutrition
https://www.worldwildlife.org/blogs/sustainability-works/posts/tackling-scope-3-emissions-and-reaching-net-zero-in-dairy
https://www.farmprogress.com/livestock/next-generation-sequencing-be-used-detect-bovine-diseases
https://news.psu.edu/story/644600/2021/01/19/research/feral-colonies-provide-clues-enhancing-honey-bee-tolerance?utm_source=twitter&utm_medium=social&utm_term=research&utm_content=&utm_campaign=psu+official
https://www.cast-science.org/publication/why-does-bee-health-matter-the-science-surrounding-honey-bee-health-concerns-and-what-we-can-do-about-it/
https://www.nbcbayarea.com/video/food-waste-how-bad-the-problem-is-and-how-you-can-help-fix-it/2456043/
https://www.cast-science.org/publication/food-loss-and-waste/
https://www.ksre.k-state.edu/news/stories/2021/02/beef-tenderness-factors-that-influence-eating-quality.html
https://www.morningagclips.com/new-tomatos-skin-promises-improved-yield/
https://www.farmprogress.com/soybeans/usda-dietary-guidelines-support-consumption-soy-products
https://www.morningagclips.com/keep-illness-away-from-your-super-bowl-end-zone/
https://www.cnbc.com/2021/01/19/cell-based-seafood-producer-bluenalu-raises-60-million.html
https://www.cast-science.org/publication/producing-food-products-from-cultured-animal-tissues/
https://www.agdaily.com/lifestyle/americans-1-42-billion-chicken-wings-super-bowl/
https://www.delish.com/food-news/g35310568/best-super-bowl-commercials-2021/
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-epa-regan-biofuels/bidens-epa-pick-to-review-options-on-biofuel-waiver-program-idUKKBN2A330P
https://www.miltonindependent.com/colchester/opinion/editorials/into-the-woods-giving-forestry-the-agriculture-treatment/article_1668ee4b-bf13-5271-90a0-2246f8a34261.html


local, renewable resources. 

Soil Modification: This Soil Science Society of America blog
explores plant roots and how plants modify soil in substantive
ways.

Soybean Nutrients and Soil Health: University of Georgia
researchers identified an organic practice that can increase
nutrient density in soybeans and improve soil health.

Crop Protection: Two international companies are
developing biological enzyme-based crop protection
solutions for growers around the world.

Cover crops provide many benefits,
but costs can be daunting. Farmers

are looking at several programs
underway in the Midwest that could

help with expenses.

International News

Container "Perfect Storm" (video):  The difficult shipping
logistics about food containers could affect food costs.   

Good—and Perplexing—News: COVID-19 cases have
dropped in India--and health officials wonder why.  

Green Ammonia: Australian chemical engineers found a
way to make ammonia from air, water, and renewable
electricity in a more sustainable way.

Canadian Canola Shortage: Canada, the world’s biggest
canola grower, is running short of the oilseed, as strong
export demand drives prices to nearly 13-year highs.

Bovine Attacks: Although occurrences are rare, charging
cows in England trampled a man to death in the second such
attack in 10 days. 

Food Insecurity and AI: This Canadian “Autonomous
Greenhouse Challenge” shows that artificial intelligence
could help with food security. 

The Cornell Alliance for Science
reports that Kenya, Nigeria, and
Eswatini are taking the lead on

genome editing in Africa. 

General Interest News

On the Scent (video): Dogs have been trained to detect the
coronavirus at the entrances of sports venues and theme
parks in Central Florida.  

Climate Solutions and Agriculture: The administration—
and most farmers and ranchers—have environmental goals
in mind, but the challenges come when finding the best
practices that suit varied situations.   

Fast-Food Flourishing: Some fast-food chains are
performing better than expected during the pandemic. 

Increasing Land Sales: During the fall of 2020, a trifecta of
factors led to increasing interest for farmers to buy farmland. 

Gone Nuts for Heart Health: The California Walnut Board is
launching its fourth consecutive American Heart Month
campaign this February. 

As these videos show, the third-
largest indoor farm show in the

United States occurred last week
with 760 companies in attendance. 

https://www.newswise.com/articles/how-do-different-root-structures-affect-soil
https://www.caes.uga.edu/news-events/news/story.html?storyid=8547&story=Local-Soil-Inoculant
https://www.newaginternational.com/index.php/en/news/news-from-the-market/2605-fmc-corporation-collaborates-with-novozymes-to-co-develop-enzyme-solutions
https://www.harvestpublicmedia.org/post/more-farmers-are-planting-cover-crops-thanks-state-incentive-programs
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2021-02-02/the-global-food-trade-has-been-upended-by-a-container-crisis
https://www.npr.org/sections/goatsandsoda/2021/02/01/962821038/the-mystery-of-indias-plummeting-covid-19-cases?utm_source=pocket-newtab
https://techxplore.com/news/2021-01-eco-friendly-ammonia-boon-agriculture-hydrogen.html
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-canada-canola-prices/exports-empty-canadas-canola-bins-driving-prices-to-near-records-idUSKBN2A00EL
https://abcnews.go.com/International/charging-cows-england-trample-man-death-attack-10/story?id=73287274&cid=social_twitter_wnt
https://www.agr.gc.ca/eng/news-from-agriculture-and-agri-food-canada/agri-info/dr-hao-and-his-amazing-automated-greenhouse/?id=1611614688331
https://allianceforscience.cornell.edu/blog/2021/01/three-african-nations-take-the-lead-in-agricultural-use-of-genome-editing/
https://www.clickorlando.com/news/local/2021/02/02/covid-19-detecting-dogs-could-be-at-next-sporting-event-you-attend/
https://www.dtnpf.com/agriculture/web/ag/news/farm-life/article/2021/02/03/rewarding-farmers-right-practices?referrer=twitter#.YBrhoVZzbil.twitter
https://www.businessinsider.com/fast-food-chains-thriving-pandemic-2021-1
https://agweb.com/news/business/farmland/farmland-values-strengthen-possibility-tax-changes-loom
https://www.thepacker.com/news/retail/california-walnut-retail-program-expands-american-heart-month?mkt_tok=eyJpIjoiTjJFeFpHRTVNamhtWkRSbSIsInQiOiI4aXRPOWZ3YkNnWjNRZHJhb2tQUlQwYlpQcHhhU2h5ek5melMzcndOWnB4RnBMWW03SGd3WkRiZDZVMERvUDRQOUp1NWk4SkdvUmVhTnhmdU9KM3NxZUNXOGNMUnlna2RjZ3pEa01JWmdFV2dTaGtzbHYrSkM4TnJCM1gwczRjTyJ9
https://kticradio.com/agricultural/video-iowa-ag-expo-underway-in-des-moines/
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CAST, through its network of experts, assembles, interprets, and communicates credible, balanced, science-
based information to policymakers, the media, the private sector, and the public.  
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CAST provides Friday Notes as a benefit to its members. Please do not forward, edit, copy, or distribute the
Notes in any form to nonmembers without the express permission of the CAST Executive Vice President Kent
Schescke (kschescke@cast-science.org). Instead, please encourage your colleagues to join CAST and thereby
become eligible for all membership benefits. Contact Colleen Hamilton at 515-292-2125 or chamilton@cast-
science.org, or CLICK HERE for CAST membership information.
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