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Friday Notes is designed to enhance communication among various agricultural sectors, educators, students, and the public who are interested

in a variety of plant, animal, food, and environmental issues. Friday Notes advocates the pursuit of credible, unbiased, science-based

information. Material contained in linked articles is from the original authors and does not necessarily reflect the views of CAST.
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This week's Friday Notes

newsletter arrives on a Thursday
and focuses on headlines, high-

interest links, and coverage of the
CAST Climate 21 publication

rollout and webinar.

World Food Prize laureates, staff
members, and partners work to

alleviate hunger through
innovative approaches. Their

expertise, research, and insights
are often featured on the Borlaug

Blog website.

It is the one-year anniversary of
CAST’s COVID-19

paper—Economic Impacts of
COVID-19 on Food and

Agricultural Markets. This Impact
Report features statistics about
the publication’s influence and

links to the Ag quickCAST and the
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Agriculture as a Solution
Climate 21 Paper and Webinar Highlight

Ag Innovations, Technology, and Programs

Agriculture has always
been a major part of
environmental efforts,
but now that role has
become more significant
as the world faces
pronounced climate
issues. The new CAST
Commentary—The Role
of Agricultural Science
and Technology in Climate 21 Project Implementation—
discusses several key topics including nutrient and pest
management, animal systems, agricultural technologies, the
food supply chain, and carbon markets. The publication, ag
QuickCAST, and webinar video are available here.

CAST President David Baltensperger (Texas A&M) says
agriculture is central to the Climate 21 efforts, and he points out
that CAST and its members can be actively involved. He chaired
a task force of authors who shared their insights to produce a
commentary that informs policymakers, scientists, the public,
and various ag stakeholders about innovations, technology, and
programs that are making a difference. As Marty Matlock
(University of Arkansas and 2018 BCCA) said, “Ag can be a
solution—we must motivate all sectors in this effort.”

See page two below for more about the publication and webinar.

News and Views

Deadly Heat: Record-breaking temperatures created a blistering
“heat dome” in the Pacific Northwest; utilities, agriculture, and
human health have been affected. 

USDA News: The USDA announced (1) new resources to
inform consumers about food waste reduction, (2) the
appointment of Randy Moore as Chief of the Forest Service, and
(3) an interagency agreement to coordinate the distribution of
broadband deployment federal funds.

Court Ruling on Prop 12: The Supreme Court denied a petition
to review California’s Proposition 12.  

http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?ca=127005bd-c41a-4306-b795-a48bf596578b&preview=true&m=1102365224729&id=preview
https://www.cast-science.org/cast-releases-new-commentary-on-the-role-of-agricultural-science-and-technology-in-climate-21-project-implementation/
https://www.worldfoodprize.org/index.cfm?nodeID=88533&audienceID=1
https://www.cast-science.org/publication/economic-impacts-of-covid-19-on-food-and-agricultural-markets/
https://www.cast-science.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/QTA2020-3_COVID-19-Impact-Report_1-year.pdf
https://www.cast-science.org/publication/the-role-of-agricultural-science-and-technology-in-climate-21-project-implementation/
https://www.cast-science.org/awards/borlaug-cast-communication-award/borlaug-cast-communication-award-recipients/marty-matlock/
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https://www.lancasterfarming.com/news/associated_press/more-deaths-reported-in-intense-us-northwest-heat-wave/article_461ad20f-741a-5b84-9990-152954409d9f.html
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2021/06/29/new-usda-resources-promote-reduction-food-loss-and-waste
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2021/06/28/agriculture-secretary-tom-vilsack-announces-randy-moore-new-forest
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2021/06/25/usda-fcc-and-ntia-announce-interagency-agreement-coordinate
https://www.agweek.com/news/government-and-politics/7092047-Supreme-Court-denies-meat-industry-petition-seeking-review-of-Californias-Prop-12


webinar video.  

CAST College Corner 

The Cornell Alliance for Science
website covers diverse topics

ranging from gene sequencing to
“infodemic misinformation.”  

Seven faculty members at the
University of Nevada, Reno

received the prestigious National
Science Foundation award.

The University of Florida’s
supercomputer was named one of
the most powerful in the world.  

Check throughout Friday Notes
to see more featured articles

from member universities.

CAST Social Media

Visit our
website

       
CAST welcomes ideas for future

publications and projects.

COVID Vaccines: This regularly updated map shows how the
COVID-19 vaccination is going in each state, and this CDC site
includes official information about vaccines.

Gene Editing and Medicine: A new medical treatment for
amyloidosis adds to the success with sickle cell disease to show
that CRISPR can be used to treat more common diseases such
as cancer and blindness. 

Far Side of the Barn

Is There Anybody Out
There? The latest government
report about UFO sightings
had no “X-Files moments,” but
it did not close the
extraterrestrial doors. There is
both renewed interest and
skepticism in the search for
alien life.  

He Found What? A YouTuber received permission to dive along
the San Antonio River Walk and search for "treasures."

The Latest "Jetson Car": Developers are hailing a “new era” of
transport after a flying car completed its first inter-city flight.

CAST Updates

The Role of Agricultural Science and Technology
in Climate 21 Project Implementation

This link of the latest CAST Commentary comes with an Ag quickCAST and
a video of the webinar presentation. The publication summarizes key
recommendations and priorities regarding how agricultural science and
technology are critical to meeting the goals of the Climate 21 Project. David
Baltensperger was chair of the publication task force, and many specialists
from universities and the private sector provided their expertise.

The June 29 webinar was part of a series on climate change cohosted by
the National Coalition for Food and Agricultural Research. CAST EVP/CEO
Kent Schescke opened the presentation, CAST President David
Baltensperger coordinated the proceedings, and a panel of experts gave
insights and answered questions about the material.

Webinar Panelist Comments

David Baltensperger: Ag, including forestry, is
central to climate mitigation.

Zhengxia Dou: Food waste can be countered with
composting, anaerobic digesters, and re-feeding
practices.

Marty Matlock: Agriculture has become more
efficient, but we need to motivate all sectors.

Debbie Reed: We must consider the importance of

https://allianceforscience.cornell.edu/blog/
https://www.unr.edu/nevada-today/news/2021/most-ever-career-awards
https://news.ufl.edu/2021/06/top500-rankings/
https://www.cast-science.org/
https://www.facebook.com/CASTagScience/
https://twitter.com/castagscience
https://www.linkedin.com/company/1225116/admin/
https://www.youtube.com/user/CASTagScience
https://www.cast-science.org/submit-an-idea-for-a-cast-publication/
https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2021/01/28/960901166/how-is-the-covid-19-vaccination-campaign-going-in-your-state
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/keythingstoknow.html?s_cid=10493:covid 19 vaccines:sem.ga:p:RG:GM:gen:PTN:FY21
https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2021/06/26/1009817539/he-inherited-a-devastating-disease-a-crispr-gene-editing-breakthrough-stopped-it
https://abcnews.go.com/Politics/answers-unclassified-ufo-report/story?id=78486423
https://www.cnn.com/2021/06/27/politics/ufos-uap-extraterrestrial-life/index.html
https://www.today.com/video/how-does-pentagon-ufo-report-affect-search-for-other-life-in-universe-115729477863
https://www.mysanantonio.com/news/local/article/jiiggin-with-jordan-san-antonio-riverwalk-dive-16262705.php
https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/flying-car-first-inter-city-090537953.html
https://www.cast-science.org/publication/the-role-of-agricultural-science-and-technology-in-climate-21-project-implementation/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bGFPSgHbi_g


public/private partnerships.

Juan M. Tricarico: Animal agriculture can help reverse climate change.

Alex Thomasson: Precision agriculture and advanced breeding techniques are important.

Animal Agriculture and Environmental News

Hog Report: The USDA released the “Quarterly Hogs and
Pigs” report, revealing tighter supplies are ahead. 

Beef News: This site includes headlines about beef
production—including WOTUS and fair cattle markets.  

Boosting Bees: Entomologists from the University of
Arkansas investigated the value of wild bees and native
plants in agriculture.

Pig World News: A range of products for swine producers
hit the market in June, including various pig health products. 

Cattle Report: A University of Missouri economist
commented about the USDA’s latest Cattle on Feed report
that had placements in May at the low-end of pre-report
estimates.

The pandemic had a huge impact
on chicken consumer behavior;
some will keep new habits, but

many will shift back to old ways.  

Food Science and Safety News

Essential Food Chain Workers (video): An Oregon fruit
and vegetable producer explains that agricultural workers—
including migrant farm laborers—are among the hardest-
working, lowest-paid, yet most vital workers in America.  

Safe Eating: It's a good time of year to consider food safety,
and this CDC site contains useful, pertinent information.

Food Worker Staffing: Restaurant employment rose for the
fifth consecutive month in May, but staffing remains well
below pre-pandemic levels, according to government figures.

Food Prices: Restaurant food prices increased 0.6% in May.
This USDA report also looks at supermarket prices and
overall food inflation.

On the Side: A Kansas State University food scientist
suggests summer side dishes for thrifty consumers. 

Colorful, creative, and tasty? Check
here for hundreds of 4th of July

recipes on Pinterest. 

Plant Agriculture and Environmental News

Government Crop Report: The USDA's annual “June 30
Acreage Report” looks at grain acres planted, and markets
indicate favorable reactions for crop farmers but less upbeat
news for livestock producers facing high feed costs. Check
here for more related statistics.  

Crop Conditions:  The USDA crop report said corn and
soybean crop conditions held steady, but variable weather
conditions are affecting progress in many areas.

Genomics and Environment: A study led by an Iowa State
University scientist uses advanced data analytics to help
scientists understand how the environment interacts with

The USDA supports climate-smart
agriculture and forestry through

https://www.feedstuffs.com/news/hog-report-suggests-tighter-supplies-ahead
https://www.beefmagazine.com/farm-life/trending-headlines-wotus-fake-meat-fair-cattle-markets-more
https://aaes.uada.edu/news/wildbees/
https://www.pigprogress.net/Home/General/2021/6/Wrapping-up-June-Whats-new-in-the-world-of-pigs-762892E/?utm_source=tripolis&utm_medium=email&utm_term=&utm_content=&utm_campaign=pig_progress
https://brownfieldagnews.com/news/ag-economist-says-cattle-on-feed-report-has-some-good-news-for-cattle-prices/
https://www.wattagnet.com/articles/43112-chicken-consumers-shift-back-to-pre-pandemic-behaviors
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/down-on-the-farm-a-shortage-of-agricultural-labor/
https://www.cdc.gov/foodsafety/index.html
https://www.thepacker.com/news/foodservice/foodservice-rebounding-staffing-well-below-pre-pandemic-levels?mkt_tok=ODQzLVlHQi03OTMAAAF99w--WHFhwl6gE7Olj6hBeK7Kc4ZyK7ERT0bKh23K6OsJnu8eYrLTYUAB7GVeXAYh4BXZV9RFOSPvXsW1NuaUw9ameIWzkbZxZbDSljeJ4KyO_Kzn
https://www.thepacker.com/news/retail/fresh-fruit-prices-running-hot-retail?mkt_tok=ODQzLVlHQi03OTMAAAF98y_AmBGUe-JxC9dJkPrgiC_o3LwvlQDROMueQvgWJl4uRHHjVyqKf3mguWwrDrmqXzzS9BtiS3se7UVuSFlldL2NNEw3caOcGRnGGL7EyINIw1dL
https://www.ksre.k-state.edu/news/stories/2021/06/simple-side-dishes-make-summer-eating-fun.html
https://www.pinterest.com/taste_of_home/july-4th-recipes/
https://www.foodbusinessnews.net/articles/19003-usda-reports-send-grain-futures-sharply-higher
https://brownfieldagnews.com/news/usda-acreage-report-friendly-for-crops-devastating-for-livestock-producers/
https://brownfieldagnews.com/news/corn-soybean-acreage-up-but-short-of-estimates/
https://www.agriculture.com/markets/analysis/crops/us-crop-conditions-maintain-progress-usda-reports
https://nonpareilonline.com/news/agriculture/fickle-weather-takes-crops-on-roller-coaster/article_0ee86e2e-cfd9-5a37-8392-c16916a1685d.html
https://www.news.iastate.edu/news/2021/06/07/integreatedframeworkcrops
https://www.djournal.com/sentinel/news/usda-announces-targeted-signup-period-to-support-climate-smart-agriculture-and-forestry-in-mississippi/article_40213f58-23be-5efe-b730-d720cd5a9f02.html


genomics in corn, wheat, and oats.  

Bioreactors in the Field: Bioreactors—underground
trenches filled with woodchips—have gained traction as a
tool to remove nitrogen from water in agricultural settings. 

voluntary conservation practices in
10 states. 
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Members of CAST's Education Program
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** With assistance from Megan Wickham (Scientific Editor) and Colleen
Hamilton (Membership Specialist)   
 
CAST provides Friday Notes as a benefit to its members. Please do not forward, edit, copy, or distribute the
Notes in any form to nonmembers without the express permission of the CAST Executive Vice President Kent
Schescke (kschescke@cast-science.org). Instead, please encourage your colleagues to join CAST and thereby
become eligible for all membership benefits. Contact Colleen Hamilton at 515-292-2125 or chamilton@cast-
science.org, or CLICK HERE for CAST membership information.
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