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Friday Notes is designed to enhance communication among various agricultural sectors, educators, students, and the public who are interested

in a variety of plant, animal, food, and environmental issues. Friday Notes advocates the pursuit of credible, unbiased, science-based

information. Material contained in linked articles is from the original authors and does not necessarily reflect the views of CAST.
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Announcements

Farmers Day is celebrated every
October 12 in the United States,
and many pay tribute to those

who work to feed us year round.

Check here for details about this
year’s World Food Prize Borlaug

Dialogue—October 20-22.

The National Association of
Agricultural Educators has been

engaged in the National FFA
Convention and Expo for more

than 20 years. This year's
National FFA Convention and
Expo will be October 27-30 in

Indianapolis.  

This newsletter from the American
Association of Veterinary Medical

Colleges covers news items
about agriculture, students,

medicine, and more.

This article looks at how Hispanic,
Latino, and Latinx farmers and

farmworkers are on the front lines
of food safety. 

CAST College Corner 

A Mississippi State University
professor received a National

October 15, 2021

Animal Biotechnology

Despite last year’s signing of a
Memorandum of Understanding
on animal biotechnology
between the USDA and the
Department of Health and
Human Services, animal
biotechnology approvals remain
stalled. Many are asking for
progress in the reform of
regulatory frameworks and
animal biotechnology products,
and Secretary of Agriculture
Tom Vilsack says he is working with the FDA to create proper
jurisdiction. The National Pork Producers Council and the
American Soy Association are among the agriculture societies
that have weighed in, and 37 members of the House Agriculture
Committee sent a letter to Vilsack and FDA Acting
Commissioner Janet Woodcock. As the letter signees state,
“Ongoing research and existing innovations in animal genetics
show great promise…an efficient science-based regulatory
system is imperative.”

The CAST Issue Paper Genome Editing in Agriculture: Methods,
Applications, and Governance looks at many aspects of gene
editing including an overview of the current landscape of
governance. Many scientists are involved with research and
communication about animal biotechnology including Professor
Alison Van Eenennaam (UC Davis and 2014 BCCA). Van
Eenennaam uses her Twitter site and her BioBeef Blog site to
inform others, and she joins others in authoring such
publications as Genetic Engineering of Livestock: The
Opportunity Cost of Regulatory Delay.

News and Views

USDA Updates: The department 1) announced Xochitl Torres
Small as Under Secretary for Rural Development, and 2) will
invest millions of dollars to modernize rural drinking water and
wastewater infrastructure. 

WASDE: The most recent World Agricultural Supply and
Demand Estimates report is out.  

Bottlenecks and Logjams: Supply chain issues are affecting
agriculture and all aspects of the economy, with shipping and
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Science Foundation award to
work on reducing greenhouse gas

emissions and synthetic fuel
production.

A University of Nebraska
agronomist is co-developing a

global agriculture platform.

The University of Florida will host
a number of events for citrus

growers in the weeks ahead. All
events are free but require

preregistration.

North Carolina State
University’s William C. Friday
Award goes to a distinguished

leader in environmental,
agricultural, and racial justice. 

CAST Social Media

Visit our
website

       
CAST welcomes ideas for

future publications and
projects.

trucking at the forefront of the shortages.

On Strike: Thousands of Deere & Co workers went on strike as
both the United Auto Workers and the John Deere Company say
they are committed to reaching a new agreement.  

Global Emissions: More than 30 countries have signed onto a
U.S. and European Union-led pledge aiming to cut global
emissions of methane by the end of the decade. 

Far Side of the Barn

Farm Auction Fun
(video): YouTube star
Millennial Farmer
created a video of
people's bidding styles
at farm auctions.

Say Cheese! (video):
James Bond might have
the cool, gadget-filled car, but Prince Charles has an Aston
Martin fueled by cheese and wine.      

Beam Him Up (video): William Shatner can’t stop beaming
about his short trip to space. The 90-year-old actor best known
for Star Trek was wowed by “the fragility of this planet.”  

CAST Updates

Honoring 2021 BCCA Winner Sarah Evanega
Post-event video available to all

CAST and the Farm Journal Foundation will honor the 2021 Borlaug CAST
Communication Award winner—Dr. Sarah Evanega—during a World Food Prize
Foundation breakfast event, October 21 at 7:00 a.m. with limited in-person attendance
and a post-event video available to all. Contact Melissa Sly at msly@cast-science.org for
further information. Dr. Evanega will present on the topic Set a Bolder Table for the
Future: Modify, Include, Diversify.

New Impact Report Available

A year ago, CAST released Food Biofortification—Reaping the Benefits of Science to Overcome Hidden
Hunger. This paper describes the progress made in disseminating, testing, and developing biofortified food
crops with both conventional plant breeding and genetic engineering and is a paper in the series on The Need
for Agricultural Innovation to Sustainably Feed the World by 2050. The impact report is now available here.

Animal Agriculture and Environmental News

Poultry Production Advice: The 2021 USPOULTRY
Human Resources Webinar provided best practices for
various business needs in the poultry industry.    

Livestock and COVID: USDA/ARS researchers say farm
animals cannot transmit COVID to humans. 

Livestock Ag as a Solution: Frank Mitloehner (UC Davis
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and 2019 BCCA) told a large crowd at Kansas State
University that agriculture can be a powerful part of the
solution in reducing greenhouse gases in the atmosphere. 

Birds and Bison: Researchers at the University of
Nebraska are looking at how dense bison herds may be
threatening nesting bird species.

Gene-edited Registrations:  A beef association announced
they will provide herdbook registry of cattle carrying gene-
edited traits for heat tolerance and coat color.

The Administration is considering a
proposal that could allow some

pork plants to slaughter pigs more
quickly if they boost staffing.

Scientists from the University of
Arkansas have developed

probiotics to promote swine health.

Food Science and Safety News

Feeding the Planet: Dr. Channa Prakash (Tuskegee
University and 2015 BCCA) is a guest speaker on this
podcast about biotechnology and the positive changes it
brings to global food production.

Taking It Without a Grain of Salt: The FDA says salt levels
should be cut by an average of 12% in various food
products. This site includes the department’s overall
recommendations.  

Where's the Meat? Plant-based meat sales in restaurants
and retail are beginning to plateau following a meteoric rise
throughout the pandemic period, while traditional meat
engagement remains strong.  

Successes and Challenges for Markets: Local markets
have been popular, but the dirt-to-dinner arrangement can
present food safety issues and other challenges.  

Picky Eaters on Campus: These researchers looked at
“picky eating behavior” in college students, with a focus on
the levels of social phobia problems.  

This study looks at the
effectiveness of color-coded labels

and warning labels used on the
front of food packages globally. 

This CAST publication looked at the
impact process labeling has on the

food industry.

Plant Agriculture and Environmental News

Watershed Moment: The Ohio State University will be the
lead partner on a five-year watershed project designed to
demonstrate that agricultural conservation practices can help
meet Lake Erie’s water quality goals.

Fall Fertilizer: Iowa State University research recommends
reducing fall fertilizer applications during drought.

Global Fertilizer Day: The Fertilizer Institute honors the
thousands who work in the U.S. fertilizer industry on October
13 and year round.

Soil Health: Soils, like people, can be healthy or unhealthy,
and scientists are looking at new methods to understand and
measure that health.  

Waste to Energy: In this “Feedstuffs in Focus” episode we
learn how an anaerobic digester in Wisconsin is turning
organic waste from local dairy farms into renewable energy. 

Warming temperatures have
increased wine quality, but UC
Davis collaborative research

indicates the industry could be
facing trouble if the heat persists. 

Some California wineries are
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Tough Weed:  This research suggests waterhemp could be
resistant to herbicides that aren’t even in the pipeline yet. 

changing methods they employ to
grow vines—using technology and

climate action plans.  

International News

Just Say Non to Plastic Waste:  France will ban plastic
packaging for most fruit and vegetables beginning January
2022. 

Global Wallet Hit: Worldwide food prices have reached the
highest levels in a decade. 

Lava River (video): A river of volcanic lava has been
engulfing homes and attracting tourists on the Spanish
island of La Palma.  

Plight of the Rhinos: Three of the five remaining species of
rhinoceros are considered endangered, but sometimes a
comeback can occur.  

Plant Mystifies Scientists: An unusual plant in the Amazon
Rainforest has been used by indigenous people for years.

Global Biodiversity: This United Nations report says the
world must learn from indigenous practices and the food
systems they employ.

The Royal Society of Biology's
annual photography competition
collected stunning wildlife photos

from around the world.   

General Interest News

Research Publication about Extension Networks: Alexa
Lamm (University of Georgia and 2020 BCCA) joined with
other researchers to analyze perceptions of knowledge
management capacity in extension networks using an
exploratory factor analysis approach.

Bringing the Heat (video): Students at UC Davis are getting
closer to releasing a new variety of jalapeño pepper
designed to elevate a popular appetizer dish. 
 
Piggyback Rides for Ships: This amazing ship uses
special techniques to lift vessels and transport them across
the waves.

RNA and Ag: A New York biotechnology company will focus
on RNA research, design, and manufacturing for human,
animal, and plant health.

Cal Poly students continue their
long connection with the iconic

Rose Parade by designing a float
that has an “engineering twist.”
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* Agricultural & Applied Economics Association 
* American Association of Avian Pathologists 
* American Association of Bovine Practitioners 
* American Bar Association, Section of Environment,
Energy, & Resources-Agricultural Management   
* American Dairy Science Association 
* American Farm Bureau Federation 
* American Meat Science Association 
* American Meteorological Society, Committee on
Agricultural and Forest Meteorology
* American Seed Trade Association 
* American Society of Agricultural and Biological
Engineers
* American Society of Agronomy 
* American Society of Animal Science  
* American Society of Plant
Biologists                                    
* American Veterinary Medical Association
* Association of Equipment Manufacturers
* Aquatic Plant Management Society
* BASF Corporation
* Cal Poly State University 
* Corteva Agriscience  
* CropLife America

* Crop Science Society of America 
* Innovation Center for U.S. Dairy  
* Bayer
* National Cattlemen's Beef Association, a Contractor
to the Beef Checkoff 
* National Corn Growers Association/Iowa Corn
Promotion Board
* National Milk Producers Federation
* National Pork Board
* National Turkey Federation
* North Central Weed Science Society
* Northeastern Weed Science Society       
* Poultry Science Association
* Rural Sociological Society
* Society for In Vitro Biology
* Soil Science Society of America 
* Syngenta Crop Protection 
* The Fertilizer Institute
* Tuskegee University    
* United Soybean Board 
* University of Nevada-Reno 
* U.S. Poultry and Egg Association  
* Weed Science Society of America 
* Western Society of Weed Science

CAST, through its network of experts, assembles, interprets, and communicates credible, balanced, science-
based information to policymakers, the media, the private sector, and the public.  

Members of CAST's Education Program

* Cal Poly-San Luis Obispo
* Cornell University
* Iowa State University 
* Kansas State University
* Mississippi State University
* North Carolina Agricultural and Technical State
University    
* North Carolina State University 
* Penn State University 
* Texas A&M University College of Ag & Life Sciences  
* The Ohio State University 

* Tuskegee University
* University of Arkansas System Division of Agriculture 
* University of California-Davis  
* University of Florida Institute of Food and
Agricultural Sciences 
* University of Kentucky 
* University of Missouri-Columbia  
* University of Nebraska Agricultural Research
Division                                   
* University of Nevada-Reno College of Agriculture,
Biotechnology and Natural Resources

Dan Gogerty (Communications and Friday Notes Editor) 
dgogerty@cast-science.org
Dylana Luett (Communications and Social Media Specialist) 
dluett@cast-science.org  
The Council for Agricultural Science and Technology
4420 West Lincoln Way
Ames, Iowa 50014-3447
Phone: 515-292-2125
 
** With assistance from Colleen Hamilton (Membership Specialist) and Megan Wickham (Scientific Editor)   
 
CAST provides Friday Notes as a benefit to its members. Please do not forward, edit, copy, or distribute the
Notes in any form to nonmembers without the express permission of the CAST Executive Vice President Kent
Schescke (kschescke@cast-science.org). Instead, please encourage your colleagues to join CAST and thereby
become eligible for all membership benefits. Contact Colleen Hamilton at 515-292-2125 or chamilton@cast-
science.org, or CLICK HERE for CAST membership information.
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