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Friday Notes is designed to enhance communication among various agricultural sectors, educators, students, and the public who are interested

in a variety of plant, animal, food, and environmental issues. Friday Notes advocates the pursuit of credible, unbiased, science-based

information. Material contained in linked articles is from the original authors and does not necessarily reflect the views of CAST.
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Announcements

Happy holidays to all of our
members and subscribers! The

next issue of Friday Notes will be
on January 7, 2022, but if you're
looking for something to read, be

sure to check out our 50th
anniversary publication!

Donations to support CAST's
mission are always welcomed.

The USDA's 98th Annual
Agricultural Outlook Forum will be

held virtually February 24-25.

The Poultry Science Association
is now welcoming nominations for
a variety of prestigious awards to

be recognized at their 2022
annual meeting. Nominations will
be accepted now through March

1, 2022.

Nominations are open through
February 7, 2022 for the 2022
Borlaug CAST Communication

Award, an honor that recognizes
professionals actively working in
the agricultural, environmental, or
food sectors for contributing to the

December 17, 2021

Supply Chain Issues Continue

Just as things start to
edge a little more
towards the 'normal'
way of life, something
changes and disrupts
the supply chain again.

Kraft is paying
customers $20 to not
make cheesecake this
holiday season. The company is currently experiencing a cream
cheese shortage. American agriculture is impacted by supply
chain disruptions in both imports and exports. While closely
intertwined, each aspect uniquely affects farmers and ranchers.

China’s new rules on food imports will take effect on January 1,
even after trading partners urged them to delay the launch,
saying the policy would further disrupt supply chains. Another
law will also take effect on January 1—all food products with
detectable levels of bioengineered (BE) material will need to be
labeled a “bioengineered food” or a product that “contains a
bioengineered food ingredient.” A coalition of California
restaurants and grocery stores has filed a lawsuit to block
implementation of a new farm animal welfare law, adding to
uncertainty about whether bacon will be much more expensive
or in short supply in the state.

A recent roundtable discussion about truck driver recruitment
and retention showed that turnover rates are over 90 percent for
large long haul carriers and over 72 percent for small
carriers—meaning that drivers are regularly leaving companies
or leaving the industry altogether.

News and Views

CRP Acres: A report was released this week that 61 million
acres were conserved by land trusts—an increase of more than
15 million acres since 2010.

December Tornadoes: A grain company was demolished when
a tornado hit their facility last Friday. Many other areas were
impacted, including a farm research center at the University of
Kentucky. The Midwest and Plains areas also experienced
unusual weather with extreme winds and tornadoes on
Wednesday night.

https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1102365224729/0fe3b72a-64fe-4168-bc8c-1a0c24145ec8
https://www.cast-science.org/publication/celebrating-50-years-as-the-trusted-source-for-agricultural-science-and-technology/
https://www.cast-science.org/donation/
https://www.labroots.com/ms/virtual-event/usda-aof-2022
https://poultryscience.org/About-Awards-2022
https://www.cast-science.org/awards/borlaug-cast-communication-award/nominations/
https://www.cnn.com/2021/12/15/business/cream-cheese-shortage-dessert/index.html
https://texasfarmbureau.org/supply-chain-issues-continue-to-disrupt-u-s-agriculture/
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2021-12-14/china-food-import-rules-to-take-effect-despite-eu-u-s-concerns
https://www.agri-pulse.com/articles/16917-supply-chain-issues-could-cause-biotech-labeling-snags
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/california-grocers-sue-stop-animal-welfare-law-lead-bacon-shortage-rcna8546
https://www.transportation.gov/briefing-room/secretary-pete-buttigieg-and-secretary-marty-walsh-host-roundtable-trucking-industry
https://www.landtrustalliance.org/61-million-acres-voluntarily-conserved-america-2020-national-land-trust-census-report-reveals
https://www.agweb.com/news/business/taxes-and-finance/mayfield-grain-company-demolished-rare-mid-december-tornado-ravaged?mkt_tok=ODQzLVlHQi03OTMAAAGBVKC1BEUS30wjMBWXo2G8GTpSTDmXyKXHYiLBSWf9SpeHrlQ9IBYd-Sue93Ca8Dynx2d0_EMShLDaHbu2deRNWSOWP-8V3xvqDYnGmw5B2-sjliI-9A
https://www.wtvq.com/uk-farm-research-center-other-facilities-leveled-by-tornado/
https://weather.com/safety/tornado/news/2021-12-15-severe-weather-forecast-damaging-winds-tornadoes-midwest


advancement of science in the
public policy arena.

CAST College Corner 

A University of Missouri program
allows first-year students an

opportunity to get a first-hand
look at plant research.

N.C. A&T University is partnering
with Cornell University on a seed

grant to boost sustainable
production.

Cal Poly-developed COVID-19
saliva testing technology will be

brought to market.

CAST Social Media

Visit our
website

       
CAST welcomes ideas for

future publications and
projects.

Wildfires: High winds and dry conditions resulted in multiple
wildfires in western Kansas on Wednesday.

COVID News: A major study from South Africa found Omicron
appears to be more resistant to COVID-19 vaccines, but is
causing less severe illness. The WHO warns that Omicron is
spreading faster than any other variant.

Monitoring Seniors: To assist those who may be experiencing
difficulty completing various daily activities, researchers at the
University of Missouri are using a grant to install in-home
sensors that monitor the movement, sleep quality, and vital signs
of older adults in rural Missouri.

Far Side of the Barn

Reindeer Vet Check: Officials
from the North Pole confirmed
that Santa’s reindeer have been
approved for their Christmas Eve
flight, following a health checkup
from Santa’s veterinarian.

Scented Paper: A produce
company has released a limited supply of scented holiday
wrapping paper.

Edible Hemp Tickets: Berlin's public transport operator has
introduced an edible "hemp ticket" which it jokes can help
alleviate the stress of travel at Christmas and take the edge off
Berliners' infamous crabbiness.

CAST Updates

Five reasons why the GMO debate is over

This guest blog was written by Dr. Sarah Evanega, the 2021
Borlaug CAST Communication Award winner. It covers five
reasons why the GMO debate is over:

1. They're safe.
2. The conversation around GMOs is both shrinking and

increasingly positive in tone.
3. Young people support biotechnology.
4. Farmers love GMO crops.
5. Opposition in Europe has eased.

New Board Representatives

This week CAST is welcoming Ken Odde and Blair Siegfried to
the CAST Board of Representatives:

Ken Odde (left) is the incoming rep for the American Society of
Animal Science. He is involved with the Animal Agriculture and
Environmental Issues work group.
Blair Siegfried (right) is the incoming rep for Penn State
University. He is involved with the Animal Agriculture and
Environmental Issues work group.

Summary of Activities

https://cafnr.missouri.edu/2021/11/sparking-an-interest-in-research/
https://www.ncat.edu/news/2021/10/kumar-nsf-prem-seed-grant.php
https://www.calpoly.edu/news/cal-poly-developed-covid-19-saliva-testing-technology-will-be-brought-market
https://www.cast-science.org/
https://www.facebook.com/CASTagScience/
https://twitter.com/castagscience
https://www.linkedin.com/company/1225116/admin/
https://www.youtube.com/user/CASTagScience
https://www.cast-science.org/submit-an-idea-for-a-cast-publication/
https://www.agweb.com/news/livestock/beef/hurricane-force-winds-spark-wildfires-kansas-destroying-homes-and-killing
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/world/omicron-covid-variant-resistant-pfizer-vaccine-south-africa-rcna8678
https://www.cnbc.com/2021/12/14/who-says-omicron-is-spreading-at-a-rate-not-seen-with-any-other-covid-variant.html
https://showme.missouri.edu/2021/2-million-grant-will-use-in-home-sensors-to-monitor-older-adults-in-rural-missouri/
https://www.avma.org/news/press-releases/santas-veterinarian-gives-reindeer-green-light-flight
https://www.thepacker.com/news/products/fresh-del-monte-produce-releases-limited-supply-scented-holiday-wrapping-paper?mkt_tok=ODQzLVlHQi03OTMAAAGBP_q1uZL_xLZWQsvTepo-d-8zXh5RosmibQ4p7r4qBuQIdAhIF6vUAFW5OuLeJE_vxJulZESorqE08uaffx-vQmOMjZEgF8JfMt6ul865DeX76iUj1A
https://www.reuters.com/markets/commodities/berlins-public-transit-company-promises-relaxing-trips-with-edible-hemp-tickets-2021-12-14/
https://www.cast-science.org/5-reasons-why-the-gmo-debate-is-over/
https://www.cast-science.org/about/board-of-representatives/
http://asas.org
http://agsci.psu.edu


The CAST Summary of Activities for October-December is now
available for viewing. It highlights the commemorative 50th anniversary
publication, the 2021 Borlaug CAST Communication Award
Presentation, the latest commentary, the CAST annual meeting, and
CAST student scholarship recipients. The National Turkey Federation
is also welcomed as a new board-level nonprofit member and Anne
Owens is introduced as the new Director of Council Operations.

You can also view past Summary of Activities here.

Animal Agriculture and Environmental News

Micro-animal Farming: A professor and his students are
aiming to feed the world using micro-animal farming.

Stem-cell Breakthrough: A researcher from Cornell
University has found a way that could preserve diverse
livestock breeds.

CRISPR in Poultry: Gene editing techniques like CRISPR
could revolutionize the poultry industry in the future,
improving yield, resistance to disease, and leading to better
welfare.

Antimicrobial Resistance: USDA's Animal and Plant
Health Inspection Service has begun a new collaborative
effort to study antimicrobial use and resistance on
commercial swine farms in the Midwest.

A comprehensive guide has been
published to help pork processors

and producers maximize pork
carcass value.

Food Science and Safety News

Holiday Food Safety: The CDC offers some food safety tips
to prevent food poisoning during the holidays.

12 Beef Apps of Christmas: The New York Beef Council
featured beef appetizer ideas for the upcoming holidays.

Lamb Flavor: New research is being conducted to separate
different flavor profiles of lamb at the processing level of
production.

Online Shopping: Online grocery sales in the U.S. are up
six percent from a year ago.

Raw Milk: Proponents say a raw milk option for Georgia
residents would help local dairies. Retail raw milk sales are
legal in ten states. Direct raw milk sales to consumers in 17
states are legal.

The U.S. Food and Drug
Administration is stepping up to

better investigate foodborne illness
outbreaks and find root causes.

Plant Agriculture and Environmental News

Protecting Water Quality: A report was released
highlighting initiatives and progress being made by farmers
to reduce nutrient loss across the Mississippi River Basin.

Mistletoe: It's famous for holiday kisses, but it's actually a
parasite that steals water and nutrients from other plants.

https://www.cast-science.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Q3_2021_Summary-of-Activities.pdf
https://www.cast-science.org/about/summary-of-activities/
https://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20211206005725/en/HPU-Professor-Students-Develop-Micro-Animal-Farming-as-Initiative-to-Combat-Hunger
https://news.cornell.edu/stories/2021/12/stem-cell-breakthrough-could-preserve-diverse-livestock-breeds
https://www.wattagnet.com/articles/44080-will-crispr-transform-the-poultry-industry
https://www.nationalhogfarmer.com/antibiotics/aphis-study-antimicrobial-resistance-swine-farms
https://www.porkbusiness.com/news/industry/pic-launches-handbook-maximize-pork-carcass-value
https://www.cdc.gov/foodsafety/communication/holidays.html
https://www.morningagclips.com/ny-beef-checkoff-shares-12-beef-apps-of-christmas/
https://www.morningagclips.com/american-lamb-board-working-on-flavor-profile-research/
https://www.thepacker.com/news/retail/november-us-online-grocery-sales-6-year-ago?mkt_tok=ODQzLVlHQi03OTMAAAGBVJV-LJE76xpVLyyUgDXzhaL6VDfk4R2w8Tj-8yn4P4-jLwkjPTzcpf9CTF5hsWLuV5faepc0DefP6XQ_L-rTussU2vBIvv6YVyPCB91nCYgF9jND-w
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2021/12/proponents-say-a-raw-milk-option-for-georgia-residents-would-help-local-dairies/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2021/12/fda-issues-plan-focused-on-modernizing-foodborne-illness-outbreak-responses/
https://www.fb.org/newsroom/farmers-embrace-state-federal-partnerships-to-protect-water-quality1
https://theconversation.com/mistletoe-famous-for-stolen-holiday-kisses-is-a-parasite-that-steals-water-and-nutrients-from-other-plants-173555


Dicamba Products: A state agency is working with the EPA
to implement restrictions that are aimed at curbing off-site
movement of the products.

Indoor Farming: A proposed skyscraper would include a 51-
story hydroponic farm.

Grapevine Performance: A university is starting a new
extension service to study the performance of grape
varieties.

Cowpea Demand (related to link to the right): Smallholder
farms in Nigeria are thrilled with the better yields and higher
profits from growing GM cowpea—the demand for seeds
exceeds the supply. Nigeria is moving to adopt

drought-tolerant and insect-
resistant GM TELA maize and
high-yielding GM NEWEST rice.

International News

Protest: Indian farmers end yearlong protests and return
home and dance to celebrate their victory.

Raw Sugar Recall: Food safety officials in New Zealand are
probing a series of botched recalls involving sugar because
of lead contamination linked to transportation.

Grain Exports: Argentina will cut export taxes on soybeans,
corn, and wheat, but only if they are organics, which
currently make up a small fraction of their harvest.
 
Harvest Hopes: Mixed rainfall across Ivory Coast's cocoa
regions last week has left some farmers pinning their harvest
hopes on more downpours, while others on Monday
remained confident of a good crop.

Mexican demand for U.S. peanuts
has quadrupled over the last

decade. In the U.S., the number one
way to enjoy peanuts is in peanut
butter. But in Mexico, it’s all about

peanut snacks.

General Interest News

Ladybugs: A Texas A&M AgriLife Extension expert answers
questions about the annual swarm of the beetles as
temperatures drop.

Ag Tech Development: This podcast covers biologicals and
technology used with hi-tech farming.

Fertilizer Costs: Fertilizer prices continue to skyrocket, as
much as 300% in some areas. Farm Bureau economists
have found several elements that are contributing to the
increased prices.

University Grant: The National Cancer Institute has
awarded Tuskegee University a grant renewal to study and
address cancer disparities in Black and rural communities.

Food Insecurity: An associate professor at The Ohio State
University is combating food insecurity abroad and in the
U.S.

With their bright red blooms,
Poinsettia’s are a holiday tradition,
but buyers don’t have to limit their

selection to one color. Any blue
and purple Poinsettias are actually
cream-colored varieties that have

been spray painted.
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https://www.morningagclips.com/state-specific-restrictions-for-dicamba-herbicide/
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/features/2021-12-13/farmscraper-design-takes-vertical-farms-to-new-heights
https://agresearch.okstate.edu/news/articles/2021/for-the-love-of-grapes.html
https://allianceforscience.cornell.edu/blog/2021/10/nigerian-farmers-just-cant-get-enough-of-gmo-cowpea-seeds/
https://allianceforscience.cornell.edu/blog/2021/10/nigeria-green-lights-gmo-maize/
https://cornell.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4b691d71ede676b9e9cd45ede&id=8f4144543f&e=7fa601ffcc
https://www.morningagclips.com/indian-farmers-end-yearlong-protests-and-return-home/
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2021/12/new-zealand-investigates-botched-sugar-recall-involving-lead-contamination/
https://www.reuters.com/markets/commodities/argentina-cuts-taxes-grain-exports-only-if-theyre-organic-2021-12-15/
https://www.reuters.com/markets/commodities/uneven-rainfall-ivory-coast-leaves-some-cocoa-farmers-keen-more-2021-12-13/
https://www.nationalpeanutboard.org/news/mexican-demand-for-us-peanuts-has-quadrupled.htm
https://today.tamu.edu/2021/12/03/are-ladybugs-harmful/
https://www.farmprogress.com/technology/checking-ag-tech-developments?NL=FP-022&Issue=FP-022_20211214_FP-022_884&sfvc4enews=42&cl=article_5&utm_rid=CPG02000006178237&utm_campaign=63739&utm_medium=email&elq2=028e2be916674540aeff404070005ca0
https://www.fb.org/newsroom/farmers-struggle-with-skyrocketing-fertilizer-prices
https://www.tuskegee.edu/news/tuskegee-university-uab-and-morehouse-school-of-medicine-receive-18-million-grant-to-reduce-cancer-disparities
https://www.osu.edu/features/2021/research-and-innovation/mary-rodriguez.html
https://extension.illinois.edu/newsletters/gardeners-corner/gardeners-corner-winter-2021-22#anchor-4


for Science. Inter. Sec. peanut pic from National Peanut Board. Gen. Sec. flower pic from Sarah Vogel illinois.edu. Unless

otherwise noted, photos courtesy of the USDA Agricultural Research Service, Constant Contact, or CAST.

Societies, Companies, and Nonprofit
Organizations Serving on the CAST Board of

Representatives

* Agricultural & Applied Economics Association 
* American Association of Avian Pathologists 
* American Association of Bovine Practitioners 
* American Bar Association, Section of Environment,
Energy, & Resources-Agricultural Management   
* American Dairy Science Association 
* American Farm Bureau Federation 
* American Meat Science Association 
* American Meteorological Society, Committee on
Agricultural and Forest Meteorology
* American Seed Trade Association 
* American Society of Agricultural and Biological
Engineers
* American Society of Agronomy 
* American Society of Animal Science  
* American Society of Plant
Biologists                                    
* American Veterinary Medical Association
* Association of Equipment Manufacturers
* Aquatic Plant Management Society
* BASF Corporation
* Cal Poly State University 
* Corteva Agriscience  
* CropLife America

* Crop Science Society of America 
* Innovation Center for U.S. Dairy  
* Bayer
* National Cattlemen's Beef Association, a Contractor
to the Beef Checkoff 
* National Corn Growers Association/Iowa Corn
Promotion Board
* National Milk Producers Federation
* National Pork Board
* National Turkey Federation
* North Central Weed Science Society
* Northeastern Weed Science Society       
* Poultry Science Association
* Rural Sociological Society
* Society for In Vitro Biology
* Soil Science Society of America 
* Syngenta Crop Protection 
* The Fertilizer Institute
* Tuskegee University    
* United Soybean Board 
* University of Nevada-Reno 
* U.S. Poultry and Egg Association  
* Weed Science Society of America 
* Western Society of Weed Science

CAST, through its network of experts, assembles, interprets, and communicates credible, balanced, science-
based information to policymakers, the media, the private sector, and the public.  

Members of CAST's Education Program

* Cal Poly-San Luis Obispo
* Cornell University
* Iowa State University 
* Kansas State University
* Mississippi State University
* North Carolina Agricultural and Technical State
University    
* North Carolina State University 
* Penn State University 
* Texas A&M University College of Ag & Life Sciences  
* The Ohio State University 

* Tuskegee University
* University of Arkansas System Division of Agriculture 
* University of California-Davis  
* University of Florida Institute of Food and
Agricultural Sciences 
* University of Kentucky 
* University of Missouri-Columbia  
* University of Nebraska Agricultural Research
Division                                   
* University of Nevada-Reno College of Agriculture,
Biotechnology and Natural Resources

Dan Gogerty (Communications and Friday Notes Editor) 
dgogerty@cast-science.org
Dylana Luett (Communications and Social Media Specialist) 
dluett@cast-science.org  
The Council for Agricultural Science and Technology
4420 West Lincoln Way
Ames, Iowa 50014-3447
Phone: 515-292-2125
 
** With assistance from Colleen Hamilton (Membership Specialist)   
 
CAST provides Friday Notes as a benefit to its members. Please do not forward, edit, copy, or distribute the
Notes in any form to nonmembers without the express permission of the CAST CEO/EVP Kent Schescke
(kschescke@cast-science.org). Instead, please encourage your colleagues to join CAST and thereby become



eligible for all membership benefits. Contact Colleen Hamilton at 515-292-2125 or chamilton@cast-science.org,
or CLICK HERE for CAST membership information.

Council for Agricultural Science and Technology
[www.cast-science.org]          
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