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CAST Overview
Å501(c)3 nonprofit organization

ÅFormed in 1972 as a result of a 1970 National 
Academy of Sciences Report

ÅNonpartisan and apolitical

ÅMembership includes 27 scientific societies; 18 
universities; 19 libraries; 45 nonprofits; 21 
companies; and over 500 individuals from 46 
states and 7 countries
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CAST Mission
CAST convenes and coordinates networks of experts to 
assemble, interpret, and communicate credible, unbiased, 
science-based information to policymakers, the media, the 
private sector, and the public.

CAST Vision
A world where decision making related to agriculture, food, 
and natural resources is based on credible information 
developed through reason, science, and consensus building.
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What is LCA?

LCA is defined by the International Organization for Standardization (ISO 

мплплΥнллсύ ŀǎΧ

Å The compilation and evaluation of the inputs, outputs, and the potential 

environmental impacts of a products system throughout its life cycle.

Å Life cycle is defined as consecutive and interlinked stages of a product system, from 

material acquisition or generation from natural resources to final disposal.
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What is LCA?

Celebrating 50 Years as the Trusted Source for Agricultural Science and Technology



Why was LCA developed?
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Increased awareness of the 
environmental impacts 
associated with production 
and consumption has 
resulted in the development 
of methods to better 
understand and address 
these impacts. 



People make decisions, LCAs do not.
ÅAlmost all decisions humans make have unintended 

consequences.

ÅNormative decisions, ethical framing, and risk value 
judgements are made by people in the context of laws, 
community norms, and social values. 

ÅThese are the most important decisions humans make. 

ÅThe outcome of an LCA cannot make this decision for you.

ÅLCAs do provide quantitative and risk-based assessments of 
outcomes of decisions.
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