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Friday Notes is designed to enhance communication among various agricultural sectors, educators, students, and the public who are interested

in a variety of plant, animal, food, and environmental issues. Friday Notes advocates the pursuit of credible, unbiased, science-based

information. Material contained in linked articles is from the original authors and does not necessarily reflect the views of CAST.
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Announcements

CAST Blast from the Past:
On June 10-11, 1993, CAST

participated in a Food
Biotechnology Conference in

Washington, D.C.

CAST College Corner ​

A Penn State University
student is working on an
international bee project.

Check out the 2017 CAST
Commentary on why bee

health matters.

NC A&T State University
received an investment from
the USDA for a new HBCU

Agribusiness Innovation
Center.

A team from The Ohio State
University created a tool using
drones and machine learning

to check crop health.

CAST Social Media

June 10, 2022

The Drought's Impact on
Agriculture

The U.S. drought
situation is getting
increasingly desperate
and millions of people
are currently under
water restrictions.

California's extensive
drought is catching up
with almond producers,
who may see a decline in their almond acres.
America's beef supply is also expected to shrink due to
drought and rising production costs.

The 8-14 day temperature and precipitation outlook
shows above normal temperatures and below normal
precipitation in over half of the country.

News and Views

USDA Updates: 1) The Senate has confirmed Dr.
Chavonda Jacobs-Young to serve as the Under
Secretary for Research, Education, and Economics at
the USDA. 2) The department announced it's investing
$503 million to improve outdoor recreation and
conservation of national forests. 3) The USDA
announced significant investments to support urban
agriculture, including grants, cooperative agreements,
and six new urban county committees.

HPAI Updates: The USDA APHIS site shows the most
up-to-date information on the latest HPAI outbreaks.
 

Far Side of the Barn

Ancient Yearbook:
Researchers in the

https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1102365224729/8b5d4f3c-68a4-492a-af84-5a118ee86b46
https://www.psu.edu/news/agricultural-sciences/story/managing-habitat-flowering-plants-may-mitigate-climate-effects-bee/
https://www.cast-science.org/publication/why-does-bee-health-matter-the-science-surrounding-honey-bee-health-concerns-and-what-we-can-do-about-it/
https://www.cast-science.org/publication/why-does-bee-health-matter-the-science-surrounding-honey-bee-health-concerns-and-what-we-can-do-about-it/
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2022/06/08/usda-invests-new-hbcu-agribusiness-innovation-center-nc-state
https://cfaes.osu.edu/news/articles/machine-learning-helps-determine-health-soybean-fields
https://gizmodo.com/the-u-s-drought-situation-is-getting-increasingly-desp-1849022991
https://www.politico.com/newsletters/weekly-agriculture/2022/05/31/have-we-reached-peak-almond-00035924
https://www.cattlerange.com/articles/2022/05/america-s-beef-supply-is-expected-to-shrink-due-to-drought-rising-production-costs/
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/
https://www.thefencepost.com/news/senate-confirms-jacobs-young-as-usda-undersecretary/
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2022/06/06/usda-announces-503-million-improve-outdoor-recreation-and
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2022/06/03/usda-advances-food-system-transformation-43-million-urban
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/animalhealth/animal-disease-information/avian/avian-influenza/2022-hpai


Visit our website

 ​  ​  ​  ​
CAST welcomes ideas for

future publications and
projects.

United Kingdom have
found that an ancient
Greek inscription on a
2,000-year-old marble
tablet is actually
something resembling
a yearbook for a
graduating class.

CAST Updates

Top 10 CAST Publications

As CAST celebrates its 50th anniversary in 2022, we wanted to
acknowledge the top ten CAST publications that have had the
greatest impact. You can view the top ten on this blog and click on the
publication titles to view the individual publications.
 
Click here to access the 50th anniversary commemorative publication
which offers three sections covering 1) CAST historical highlights,
publications, social media, and organizational structure, 2) the impact
of CAST, and 3) essays on the future of CAST.

Animal Agriculture and Environmental News

Solar Sites for Pastureland: Solar grazing has
blunted the concerns of those rattled by the
conversion of farmland to energy production.

Manatees: The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service will
update its manatee critical habitat protections for the
first time since 1976.

Aquaculture: With the U.S. importing a vast
majority of seafood, a study shows voters may want
to expand U.S. aquaculture farming to provide jobs
and seafood.

Iowa has lifted its order
cancelling live bird exhibitions
due to highly pathogenic avian

influenza.

Food Science and Safety News

Food Labels: The proliferation of labels can make it
difficult for customers to decipher what’s meaningful
and what’s not, and many are merely marketing.
Check out the 2015 CAST Issue Paper on process
labeling of food.

Eating Local: There are environmental limits and
misunderstandings of climate change in regard to
eating locally.

Global Food Safety: There is still a need to
improve communication and data sharing during
global food safety emergencies, according to
experts.

A Kansas State University
researcher describes the odd
effects of a Lonestar tick bite

that causes complications
with animal food products.

https://www.cast-science.org/
https://www.facebook.com/CASTagScience/
https://twitter.com/castagscience
https://www.linkedin.com/company/1225116/admin/
https://www.youtube.com/user/CASTagScience
https://www.cast-science.org/submit-an-idea-for-a-cast-publication/
https://www.npr.org/2022/06/06/1103372606/ancient-greece-yearbook-discovered
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001xkQRGxY__5hHG5VnY6ntuZaBD_H11hxOiCqMYkMqqDPvJNlu1ULGWhMnJ4slD1PyNZifz5gb_NiB5V-rTB-rANU5VZG-7zoZYRzERBho7ViAO4fmE5dyxv-5iPKftRz-dqjNoOLpn4g2aQXBkKsht1swS3hZzmSfh_U_jxxl3fs=&c=aTp9LuUWUfh2JBgQRRWQGNeZLz_wYuZ_o_ZGr-sHHogSMXSBsM57HQ==&ch=Nz2VYbICLZeYiGu60dluliPjX6XQcD_vpHXoV9XVyVkwO6PFPDTq4Q==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001xkQRGxY__5hHG5VnY6ntuZaBD_H11hxOiCqMYkMqqDPvJNlu1ULGWmnwG8UUiLFUZ_t8zGCT8FKOdpSkNELYtLcJB4wBK-FW6L29qfOGUVFcnOt8JtF0X4u0I8u8WIgIgZmT7d4oC6W_n06elc9FN1CYEc-BAz16ArsDSCC84dLnSHAnTOVJjJ31LmP5QOeSbvYhwJtKx944KsFCmxpayzLl4rzugNM0j5gg60ZIvredREpavs8Qx9x5wnuvIrn6-pkvWmyMOlCN2oDBN2cKDJ-PUA4VQbGY&c=aTp9LuUWUfh2JBgQRRWQGNeZLz_wYuZ_o_ZGr-sHHogSMXSBsM57HQ==&ch=Nz2VYbICLZeYiGu60dluliPjX6XQcD_vpHXoV9XVyVkwO6PFPDTq4Q==
https://www.penncapital-star.com/energy-environment/sheep-among-the-panels-using-solar-sites-for-pastureland/
https://www.cnn.com/2022/06/05/us/florida-manatee-habitat-expansion-scn-trnd/index.html
https://www.politico.com/f/?id=00000181-38cb-d2d5-abb1-b8cf5f8a0000
https://iowaagriculture.gov/news/hpai-exhibition-cancellation-order-lifted
https://qz.com/2172833/grass-fed-cage-free-natural-what-do-food-labels-really-mean/
https://www.cast-science.org/publication/process-labeling-of-food-consumer-behavior-the-agricultural-sector-and-policy-recommendations/
https://www.vox.com/future-perfect/23132579/eat-local-csa-farmers-markets-locavore-slow-food
https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2022/06/__trashed-5/
https://www.ksre.k-state.edu/news/stories/2022/06/food-science-lonestar-tick-red-meat-allergy.html


Plant Agriculture and Environmental News

GMO Corn: The USDA confirmed that genetically
modified corn doesn't damage non-target
organisms. View the study here.

Lab-Raised Bugs (video): Exotic insects, raised by
specialists, are intentionally set free into the wild to
provide biological control against invasive species.

Cover Cropping: Research from a university
student concludes that cover cropping alone could
harm Midwest soil after decades of continuous corn.

Technology can locate, count,
and measure over a thousand

trees in a matter of hours.

International News

Ag Genome Program: The Abu Dhabi Authority for
Agriculture and Food Safety launched the Abu
Dhabi Agricultural Genome Program.

Wheat Harvest: Australia, one of the world’s largest
wheat exporters, is forecast to produce another
huge harvest this season--which could help ease
the tight market.

Food Crises: The Turkish Foreign Minister says the
UN plan to help export Ukrainian grain to combat
the food crisis sounds reasonable.

Brazil is testing a drought
resistant, genetically modified

variety of wheat.

General Interest News

Air to Water: University researchers have
developed a material capable of pulling water from
the air, which can then be used for farming or
drinking.

Powered by Ammonia: A company is working to
develop ammonia-powered tractors with the goal of
cutting air pollution.

Ag Jobs: U.S. agriculture exports support over one
million jobs through production, processing, storage,
transportation, and marketing of farm and food
products.

Movie theaters are
experiencing popcorn and

candy shortages due to
inflation.

Photo Credits
Lead from cpc.ncep.noaa.gov. Far Side from National Museums Scotland. Food from NBC news. Plant from Tom

Campbell, Purdue University. General interest from Devon Breen from Pixabay. Unless otherwise noted, photos courtesy

of the USDA Agricultural Research Service, Constant Contact, or CAST.

https://www.ars.usda.gov/news-events/news/research-news/2022/genetically-modified-corn-does-not-damage-non-target-organisms/?mkt_tok=NDkwLUVIWi05OTkAAAGE3XEyVvgfZABqvthOQW3FsoBSnj6YXJhVK384gm0EexGhgJ4FoTZFks5OcWp_eXyBViNXOwQEakTATEJBxO6cL8lb2B6xpEvTH6pAtAFK9mYR
https://environmentalevidencejournal.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s13750-022-00272-0
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/invasive-species-meet-their-match-lab-raised-killer-bugs/
https://www.mdpi.com/2073-4395/12/4/954?type=check_update&version=2
https://www.morningagclips.com/leap-in-tech-for-forest-inventory-management/
https://www.al-monitor.com/originals/2022/06/abu-dhabi-launches-agriculture-genome-program
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2022-06-06/bumper-wheat-crop-looming-in-australia-set-to-ease-tight-market
https://www.reuters.com/world/after-russia-meeting-turkey-says-ukraine-grain-export-plan-reasonable-2022-06-08/?utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_campaign=daily-briefing&utm_term=06-08-2022
https://upjobsnews.com/brazil-testing-gmo-wheat-variety-more-news-here/
https://www.kxan.com/weather-traffic-qas/texas-researchers-farm-water-from-thin-air/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/alanohnsman/2022/06/04/ammonia-powered-tractors-why-cutting-air-pollution-boosts-crops-and-fords-big-ev-expansion/?sh=122a1be22490
https://drgnews.com/2022/06/04/ag-exports-supporting-over-one-million-jobs/
https://www.businessinsider.com/movie-theater-popcorn-shortage-prediction-2022-5


Societies, Companies, and Nonprofit
Organizations Serving on the CAST Board of

Representatives

* Agricultural & Applied Economics Association 
* American Association of Avian Pathologists 
* American Association of Bovine Practitioners 
* American Bar Association, Section of Environment,
Energy, & Resources-Agricultural Management   
* American Dairy Science Association 
* American Farm Bureau Federation 
* American Meat Science Association 
* American Meteorological Society, Committee on
Agricultural and Forest Meteorology
* American Seed Trade Association 
* American Society of Agricultural and Biological
Engineers
* American Society of Agronomy 
* American Society of Animal Science  
* American Society of Plant
Biologists                                    
* American Veterinary Medical Association
* Association of Equipment Manufacturers
* Aquatic Plant Management Society
* BASF Corporation
* Bayer
* Corteva Agriscience  
* CropLife America
* Crop Science Society of America
* Innovation Center for U.S. Dairy
* Iowa State University  

* Mississippi State University
* National Cattlemen's Beef Association, a Contractor
to the Beef Checkoff 
* National Corn Growers Association/Iowa Corn
Promotion Board
* National Milk Producers Federation
* National Pork Board
​* National Turkey Federation
* North Central Weed Science Society
* Northeastern Weed Science Society 
* Penn State University       
* Poultry Science Association
* Rural Sociological Society
* Society for In Vitro Biology
* Society for Range Management
* Soil Science Society of America 
* Syngenta Crop Protection 
* The Fertilizer Institute
* The Minor Use Foundation
* Tuskegee University    
* United Soybean Board 
* University of Nevada-Reno 
* U.S. Poultry and Egg Association  
* Weed Science Society of America 
* Western Society of Weed Science
* Zoetis

CAST, through its network of experts, assembles, interprets, and communicates credible, balanced, science-
based information to policymakers, the media, the private sector, and the public.  

Members of CAST's Education Program

* Cornell University
* Iowa State University 
* Kansas State University
* Mississippi State University
* North Carolina Agricultural and Technical State
University    
* North Carolina State University 
* Penn State University 
* Texas A&M University College of Ag & Life Sciences  
* The Ohio State University
* Tuskegee University

* University of Arkansas System Division of Agriculture 
* University of California-Davis  
* University of Florida Institute of Food and
Agricultural Sciences 
* University of Kentucky 
* University of Missouri-Columbia  
* University of Nebraska Agricultural Research
Division                                   
* University of Nevada-Reno College of Agriculture,
Biotechnology and Natural Resources

Dylana Luett (Communications and Social Media Specialist) 
dluett@cast-science.org  
The Council for Agricultural Science and Technology
4420 West Lincoln Way
Ames, Iowa 50014-3447
Phone: 515-292-2125
 
** With assistance from Colleen Hamilton (Membership Specialist) and Nick Plaugher (Communications Project
Coordinator)
 



CAST provides Friday Notes as a benefit to its members. Please do not forward, edit, copy, or distribute the
Notes in any form to nonmembers without the express permission of the CAST CEO/EVP Kent Schescke
(kschescke@cast-science.org). Instead, please encourage your colleagues to join CAST and thereby become
eligible for all membership benefits. Contact Colleen Hamilton at 515-292-2125 or chamilton@cast-science.org,
or CLICK HERE for CAST membership information.

Council for Agricultural Science and Technology
[www.cast-science.org]  ​  ​  ​  ​  ​
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