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Friday Notes is designed to enhance communication among various agricultural sectors, educators, students, and the public who are interested

in a variety of plant, animal, food, and environmental issues. Friday Notes advocates the pursuit of credible, unbiased, science-based

information. Material contained in linked articles is from the original authors and does not necessarily reflect the views of CAST.
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Announcements

North Carolina State University
hosted the Emerging Research

Showcase focused on Long-
Term Carbon Capture on

February 21. Event recording
can be found here and faculty

and panel slides here.

This week (March 6-10) is
Agricultural Safety Awareness

Program week.

CAST College Corner ​

March is Women's History
Month.

A variety of factors have
contributed to the rise in

female student enrollment at
ag colleges. University of

Missouri’s College of
Agriculture, Food and Natural

Resources is about 54%
female; Iowa State’s CALS is

58% female; and the University
of Illinois’ College of

Agricultural, Consumer and
Environmental Studies is about

55% female.

CAST Social Media

Visit our website

March 10, 2023

CAST Announces Dr. Chris
Boomsma as Next EVP/CEO

CAST is pleased to announce the
appointment of its next Executive Vice
President and Chief Executive Officer
(EVP/CEO), Dr. Chris Boomsma.
Kent Schescke, the current EVP/CEO,
will retire at the end of August after
eight successful years leading the
organization.

Dr. Boomsma is currently serving as the Director of
Education for the American Society of Agronomy, the
Crop Science Society of America, and the Soil Science
Society of America (ACSESS). He will assume his new
role with CAST on August 1, 2023. Dr. Boomsma and
Schescke will work together in the coming months and
overlap in August to help facilitate a smooth, seamless
transition.

"I am honored to have been selected to serve as the
next EVP/CEO of CAST and to continue the
organization's important work in advancing science-
based knowledge in agriculture," says Dr. Boomsma.

The full press release is available here.

News and Views

USDA Updates: The USDA 1) released the latest
World Agricultural Supply and Demand Estimates
(WASDE) report and 2) celebrated inaugural National
Biobased Products Day.

Far Side of the Barn

Tricked Out
Tractors: In a rural
part of Pakistan's
Punjab province,

https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1102365224729/586c75f9-00e7-40ec-ae13-dac1712023d2
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YsMjQ4lTjjw
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1OwCY2pYh3T234Pi_4wz8kMGmdiCBKGEN
https://www.morningagclips.com/2023-ag-safety-awareness-program-week-lead-the-way-in-agriculture/
https://www.agupdate.com/missourifarmertoday/news/state-and-regional/ag-colleges-illustrate-involvement-of-women-in-agriculture/article_954694de-b87c-11ed-98f9-cfc16d50f55e.html?utm_medium=social&utm_source=email&utm_campaign=user-share
https://www.cast-science.org/
https://www.cast-science.org/cast-announces-dr-chris-boomsma-as-next-evp-ceo/
https://www.usda.gov/oce/commodity/wasde/wasde0323.pdf
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2023/03/08/usda-celebrates-inaugural-national-biobased-products-day
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CAST welcomes ideas for

future publications and
projects.

tradesmen weld and
paint tractors,
transforming them
into eye-popping art.

CAST Updates

New University Grads, Join CAST Now!

Congratulations to the many talented, hard-working young people who are nearing graduation
or have recently graduated from a college or university!

You may now be considering which organizations or societies you should join to help enhance
your new career. As a premier, professional organization that has been keeping the public
current on important scientific agricultural topics for more than 50 years, CAST is uniquely
qualified to be one of your top choices through its Young Professional membership. Here are
just a few key reasons to take advantage of this opportunity:

Friday Notes newsletter. You will receive a members-only subscription
to CAST’s signature e-newsletter. Each Friday morning, look forward to
learning the latest national and international news and research around
animal, plant, and food science—all in one easy-to-read format.
Additional CAST resources. Search CAST’s website for papers on
many timely agricultural issues, helping you grow in your particular field of
interest. Then regularly visit CAST’s social media platforms to learn what
other agricultural professionals are sharing, and contribute to the
conversation yourself!
Budget-friendly, tax deductible cost. The Young Professional annual membership is only
$35.00!  
 
Joining is easy! Simply visit the CAST website; click on “Membership;” then “Become a New
Member.” Your membership type is “Individual Membership” and your pricing option is “Young
Professional ($35.00).”
 
Welcome in advance to CAST! University faculty and advisors, help us spread the word!

Animal Agriculture and Environmental News

Livestock Feed: University of Florida students are
turning weeds into potentially methane-reducing
livestock feed.

Feral Swine: Managing feral swine starts with good
data. Recently published research by scientists from
the University of Arkansas, Texas A&M University,
and Louisiana Tech University provides a “broader
and deeper understanding” of rural landowners’
perceptions of feral swine damage.

Food System Transformation: The USDA
announced today an investment of more than $43
million in meat and poultry processing research,
innovation, and expansion in support of its ongoing
efforts to transform the food system at every stage

The U.S. is considering
vaccinating chickens in
response to the avian

influenza outbreak, which has
led to the deaths of tens of
millions of chickens. The

decision could affect the U.S.

https://www.facebook.com/CASTagScience/
https://twitter.com/castagscience
https://www.linkedin.com/company/1225116/admin/
https://www.youtube.com/user/CASTagScience
https://www.cast-science.org/submit-an-idea-for-a-cast-publication/
https://www.npr.org/sections/goatsandsoda/2023/02/11/1154848627/the-glam-makeovers-of-pakistans-tractors-show-how-much-farmers-cherish-them
https://www.cast-science.org/
https://www.solutionsfromtheland.org/blog/florida-student-turns-weeds-into-potentially-methane-reducing-livestock-feed/
https://aaes.uada.edu/news/feral-swine-damage-survey/
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2023/03/09/usda-announces-more-43m-investment-meat-and-poultry-processing
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/03/06/us/politics/bird-flu-vaccine-chickens.html?utm_source=Agri-Pulse+Daily+Harvest&utm_campaign=9cf3a8deb4-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2023_03_07_11_16&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_-9cf3a8deb4-%5BLIST_EMAIL_ID%5D


along the supply chain. egg industry and international
trading relations.

Food Science and Safety News

Plant-based Foods: A public-private consortium
has been created to investigate the potential food
safety and quality issues posed by microbial
contaminants in plant-based food products.

Early Maple Syrup Season: Vermont, New York,
and Maine are the top maple syrup-producing
states, generating about 80% of the product in the
nation. This year maple syrup taps will start weeks
ahead of past years.

New Country of Origin Labels: The USDA
released a proposed rule outlining new
requirements that better align the voluntary “Product
of USA” label with consumers’ interpretation of the
claim.

The Agricultural Research
Service is breeding a better

potato for a better potato chip.
National Potato Chip Day is

March 14.

Plant Agriculture and Environmental News

Tractor Weight: Dr. Rattan Lal, 2020 WFP
Laureate and CAST author, says that heavy
machinery used in fields can damage soil--tractors
now weigh more than certain dinosaurs.

Cover Crops: A $10 million grant from the USDA
National Institute of Food and Agriculture will help
the University of Missouri double the acreage of
cover crops in the U.S. by 2030.

Biosensor for Crop Blight: Potatoes and
tomatoes are among the most popular foods in the
world, but they are susceptible to serious plant
diseases that cause major crop losses. Late blight
disease is responsible for an estimated $6.5 billion
in annual global crop damage.

Wildfires and severe drought
are killing trees at an alarming

rate across the West, and
forests are struggling to

recover as the planet warms.
However, new research shows

there are ways to improve
forests’ chances of recovery–
by altering how wildfires burn.

International News

Food Security: The downstream effects of the war
in Ukraine imperil food security in countries like
Nepal. A new activity looks to boost local production
via increased sustainable irrigation capacity and
investment.

U.S. Corn to Mexico: USDA's Secretary Vilsack
issued a new statement regarding the future of U.S.
and Mexico trade negotiations as the U.S. requests
technical consultations.

Pork: The UK's pork exports to Japan are surging

Researchers say that Africa's
shifting climate will make
hydropower increasingly

https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2023/03/consortium-to-study-contaminants-in-plant-based-foods/
https://www.nifa.usda.gov/about-nifa/blogs/northeast-maple-syrup-season-very-early-start
https://www.farmprogress.com/livestock/usda-proposes-new-product-of-usa-label-requirements
https://www.morningagclips.com/breeding-a-better-potato-for-chips/
https://www.worldfoodprize.org/en/laureates/2020_lal/
https://www.cast-science.org/publication/climate-change-and-greenhouse-gas-mitigation-challenges-and-opportunities-for-agriculture/
https://www.science.org/content/article/big-tractors-now-heavier-many-dinosaurs-can-damage-deep-soil
https://cafnr.missouri.edu/2023/03/10-million-grant-will-help-mu-double-the-acreage-of-cover-crops-in-the-u-s-by-2030/
https://www.jpost.com/health-and-wellness/article-728864
https://www.jpost.com/science/article-733544?utm_source=Agri-Pulse+Daily+Harvest&utm_campaign=9cf3a8deb4-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2023_03_07_11_16&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_-9cf3a8deb4-%5BLIST_EMAIL_ID%5D
https://www.morningagclips.com/the-wests-iconic-forests-are-increasingly-struggling-to-recover-from-wildfires/
https://www.cimmyt.org/news/more-than-a-drop-in-the-bucket-addressing-food-security-in-nepal-through-improved-sustainable-irrigation/
https://www.fas.usda.gov/newsroom/statement-secretary-vilsack-regarding-usmca-consultation-request-mexico
https://www.science.org/content/article/zimbabwe-drought-driving-hydropower-crisis-and-search-alternatives


as the demand for quality meat grows. unreliable and are searching
for alternatives--including

solar power.

General Interest

Urban Agroforestry: These publications, videos,
and blog posts can inspire and instruct urban
farmers.

Ag Innovation Challenge:  The Farm Bureau Ag
Innovation Challenge is now accepting applications.
It's a national business competition that showcases
U.S. startups developing innovative solutions that
address challenges facing America’s farmers,
ranchers, and rural communities.

Solar Farms: Cornell University research found that
growing commercial crops on solar farms is a
potentially efficient use of agricultural land that can
both increase commercial food production and
improve solar panel performance and longevity.

Dry farming could help
agriculture in the western U.S.
amid climate change. Forgoing
irrigation can save water and
produce more flavorful fruits

and vegetables.
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Far Side from Diaa Hadid/NPR. General from Catherine Nguyen. Unless otherwise noted, photos courtesy of the USDA

Agricultural Research Service, Constant Contact, or CAST.

Societies, Companies, and Nonprofit
Organizations Serving on the CAST Board of

Representatives

* Agricultural & Applied Economics Association 
* American Association of Avian Pathologists 
* American Association of Bovine Practitioners 
* American Bar Association, Section of Environment,
Energy, & Resources-Agricultural Management   
* American Dairy Science Association 
* American Farm Bureau Federation 
* American Meat Science Association 
* American Meteorological Society, Committee on
Agricultural and Forest Meteorology
* American Seed Trade Association 
* American Society of Agricultural and Biological
Engineers
* American Society of Agronomy 
* American Society of Animal Science
* American Society of Plant Biologists                     
* American Veterinary Medical Association
* Association of Equipment Manufacturers
* Aquatic Plant Management Society
* BASF Corporation
* Bayer Crop Science
* Corteva Agriscience  
* CropLife America

* Minor Use Foundation, Inc.
* Mississippi State University
* National Cattlemen's Beef Association, a Contractor
to the Beef Checkoff 
* National Corn Growers Association/Iowa Corn
Promotion Board
* National Milk Producers Federation
* National Pork Board
​* National Turkey Federation
* North Central Weed Science Society
* Northeastern Weed Science Society
* Nutrien
* Penn State University       
* Poultry Science Association
* Rural Sociological Society
* Society for In Vitro Biology
* Society for Range Management
* Soil Science Society of America 
* Syngenta Crop Protection 
* The Fertilizer Institute
* The Mosaic Company
* Tuskegee University    
* United Soybean Board 

https://www.farminguk.com/news/uk-pork-exports-to-japan-surges-as-demand-for-quality-meat-grows_62204.html
https://www.morningagclips.com/new-attra-publications-videos-showcase-urban-agroforestry/
https://www.fb.org/initiative/ag-innovation-challenge
https://www.morningagclips.com/made-in-the-shade-growing-crops-at-solar-farms-yields-efficiency/
https://www.sciencenews.org/article/dry-farming-agriculture-climate-change


* Crop Science Society of America
* Global Teach Ag Network
* Innovation Center for U.S. Dairy
* Iowa State University

* University of Nevada-Reno 
* U.S. Poultry and Egg Association  
* Weed Science Society of America 
* Western Society of Weed Science

CAST, through its network of experts, assembles, interprets, and communicates credible, balanced, science-
based information to policymakers, the media, the private sector, and the public.  

Members of CAST's Education Program

* Cornell University
* Iowa State University 
* Kansas State University
* Mississippi State University
* North Carolina Agricultural and Technical State
University    
* North Carolina State University 
* Penn State University 
* Purdue University Libraries and School of
Information Studies
* Texas A&M University College of Ag & Life Sciences
* The Ohio State University 
* Tuskegee University

* University of Arkansas System Division of Agriculture 
* University of California-Davis  
* University of Florida Institute of Food and
Agricultural Sciences
* University of Georgia
* University of Illinois College of Agricultural,
Consumer and Environmental Sciences
* University of Kentucky 
* University of Missouri-Columbia  
* University of Nebraska Agricultural Research
Division                                   
* University of Nevada-Reno College of Agriculture,
Biotechnology and Natural Resources

Dylana Luett (Communications and Social Media Specialist) 
dluett@cast-science.org  
The Council for Agricultural Science and Technology
4420 West Lincoln Way
Ames, Iowa 50014-3447
Phone: 515-292-2125
 
** With assistance from Colleen Hamilton (Membership Specialist) and Charlotte Brockman (Communications Project
Coordinator)
 
CAST provides Friday Notes as a benefit to its members. Please do not forward, edit, copy, or distribute the
Notes in any form to nonmembers without the express permission of the CAST CEO/EVP Kent Schescke
(kschescke@cast-science.org). Instead, please encourage your colleagues to join CAST and thereby become
eligible for all membership benefits. Contact Colleen Hamilton at 515-292-2125 or chamilton@cast-science.org,
or CLICK HERE for CAST membership information.

Council for Agricultural Science and Technology
[www.cast-science.org]  ​  ​  ​  ​  ​

https://www.cast-science.org/membership/individual-members/
https://www.cast-science.org/
https://www.facebook.com/CASTagScience/
https://twitter.com/castagscience
https://www.linkedin.com/company/1225116/admin/
https://www.pinterest.com/castagscience/
https://www.youtube.com/user/CASTagScience

