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       Sonny Days at the Ag Dept.       
            Former Georgia Gov. Perdue nominated for leadership            

 
The long wait is over, as 
President-elect Donald 
Trump will nominate 
Sonny Perdue for 
agriculture secretary. A 
longtime rural 
agribusinessman, 
Perdue originally trained 
as a veterinarian, and 
he spent much of his 
career in the grain and 
fertilizer business. The 
following articles provide 
background and 
perspectives:  

**AgriPulse looks at Sonny Perdue's overall career and reaction from 
various agriculture organizations.   
 
**The National Hog Farmer publication lists seven things to know about 
Perdue.  
 
**Farm Journal's AgPro article looks at Perdue's time as governor.  
 
**This online site considers the nomination from a food safety 
perspective.  

News and Views  
 
**Ag, Trade, and the President-elect:  Dozens of U.S. farm and 

agribusiness groups urged President-elect Donald Trump to build upon 
progress made by the Obama administration in relations with Cuba--with 
trade and farm incomes at the forefront. And many other high-powered 
ag groups wrote a letter to Trump about the importance of international 
trade to U.S. agriculture and the need to expand agricultural exports.   
 
**Farewell Secretary Vilsack:  Former Agriculture Secretary Tom 

Vilsack served for the entire eight years of the Obama administration, 

 

 

 

The remaining slot has been filled:  

Sonny Perdue   
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Cal Poly's Animal Science 

Department is partnering with the 

Marine Mammal Center on an 

interdisciplinary enterprise course 

titled "Marine Mammal Health."   

  

ISU Program Lauded  

U.S. News and World Report named 

Iowa State's agricultural and 

biosystems undergraduate program 

number one among all national 

universities. 

Paid Internships     

The American Agricultural Editors' 

Association is accepting applications 

for two 2017 Summer Internships-- 

one in Missouri, the other in 

Minnesota.  

     

    CAST 

Social Media 
   Click here for 

links to CAST 

sites: Twitter, 

Facebook, 

Pinterest,   LinkedIn, videos, and 

blogs.    

   
 

and he gave this interview about his days with the massive department 
that runs everything from nutrition policy to farm conservation programs. 
As explained here, the U.S. Dairy Export Council announced that Vilsack 
will join the organization as the president and CEO.  
 
**Ethanol Study Supports the Industry:  Corn ethanol releases 43% 

fewer greenhouse gases than gasoline, making the renewable fuel 
greener than the federal government initially estimated, according to this 
USDA study.  
    
**The Heat Is On:  As this animated graphic shows, 2016 was the 

hottest year on record.  
  

   News from the Far Side of the Barn  

 

A Viper Strikes (video):  This high-

speed camera captures the drama of a 

rattlesnake's strike--venomous teeth 

versus a rat's agility.  

 

Wile E. Coyote and Friends 

(video):  This Michigan homeowner 

discovers a trail of destruction as 

coyotes invade his abode.    

 

Where the Wild Things Are (various 

links):  As this blog explains, coyotes 

have been adapting to an urban lifestyle in growing numbers.    

 

 

 

"This seat's taken." On 
Chicago's "L" train, heading 

to Wrigley Field.  

 

 

 

   Polarized Arguments in Ag World Too  
Sometimes hard to find common ground 

  
Debates about raw milk can become verbally raw, opinions about the treatment of animals can get cagey or 
worse, and discussions about genetically modified anything can lead to testy accusations that spiral out of 
control. Friday Notes and many other publications try to examine science-based reports while also 
acknowledging diverse views. Not always easy. These articles are examples of the many opinions that cross 
the cyber desk each week:  
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http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001zklGiBWisUnnYtSmBIZ_GodgDH5Mhjt0z-eUtzAapFmezkfsWXEHkFMCwTmeFmApJHevu3e6yoDXo0flOCfQGWx-IRPbvwlJFJIKBccvs6TX6d_-cfETweKUtS0AWvc5l22ropOCYD_1c4ITrN_vwGP_sboF5AnPBArJPnck4jV_9rwtP7dAc3yvXSeeYIOl4xD_YN739m7vvxCAUzP0Di3J3BjwftKs&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001zklGiBWisUnnYtSmBIZ_GodgDH5Mhjt0z-eUtzAapFmezkfsWXEHkFMCwTmeFmApfXT_dTjo_7HENRxddluQ1jKuODXMyAkgFaW2BmzI3wUh1W5YyvYbgO-tZi-jAUZ6Ghv4qxhyff1vcaCdsK9m7k6A9PF-0BEbHIHLi60EkbIVZOaUUR3CbhEXKfJPvagTbIVtwHmrE7i-PuvpvZiu2t_5zZNv3e8Yem2dZ32IkvvYETIfD9iPrFED5vIzy5kx&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001zklGiBWisUnnYtSmBIZ_GodgDH5Mhjt0z-eUtzAapFmezkfsWXEHkFMCwTmeFmApfXT_dTjo_7HENRxddluQ1jKuODXMyAkgFaW2BmzI3wUh1W5YyvYbgO-tZi-jAUZ6Ghv4qxhyff1vcaCdsK9m7k6A9PF-0BEbHIHLi60EkbIVZOaUUR3CbhEXKfJPvagTbIVtwHmrE7i-PuvpvZiu2t_5zZNv3e8Yem2dZ32IkvvYETIfD9iPrFED5vIzy5kx&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001zklGiBWisUnnYtSmBIZ_GodgDH5Mhjt0z-eUtzAapFmezkfsWXEHkFMCwTmeFmApABqWGjbCtdxOQa9LSsmVGQFiBmjHer9vfiD1aO_Berrxo0-Hxdn96RATsdMPUinfd6Ly1T4NVmB-tYRONUpkyZopN3GIcHMoavE_WbKrHQyMJP2cnkVlxVebhE5J-qf0euns3Stkk9p79Z4VCH3_aOkQom1I8N9_yWdu8sqLqKtsvy9V-YnYWMYMQnXgaZ_yDE7bMCbM74M=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001zklGiBWisUnnYtSmBIZ_GodgDH5Mhjt0z-eUtzAapFmezkfsWXEHkLNjNsUhYEmERP5DqwRUQAwUEnln27yw1vb3DLJJHqxJ303sT7dngAuRYBxHQ6H-We8Hby4QTzwA2_sjgMGPazeiNdyor4S7gv7tSoLw-cAaDLWXbGAHmhorv69xFmyN8PRBVf1wRzOoqfSnnldlgWfqtbQPq1DH1SlMHEJUamgxsMpawjbAIHqbBDPvNA4QTo01xqIniSRz&c=&ch=


Real Meat or Shamburgers 

These producers say meat made in a laboratory is real meat 
made from real cells from real animals--ones that don't have to 
be killed. They claim the process will be better for the 
environment, animals, and humanity. 
 
This writer says the alt-meat process is promoted by incessant 
media coverage and results in "shamburgers" and other fake 
food. But the worst effect, according to him, will be a centralized 
control of our food supply.    
 

Oh Snap--the Food Stamp Debate Continues 

The federal government provides SNAP benefits to roughly 23 
million households each month, many of them single-parent 
homes at or below the poverty line. The USDA, rather than 
restricting junk foods, made incentive programs to encourage 
nutritious foods. While those who used food stamps bought 
slightly more junk food and fewer vegetables, both SNAP and 
non-SNAP households bought ample amounts of sweetened drinks, candy, ice cream, and potato chips.  
 
In a heated editorial, this writer accuses the author of the SNAP article (above) of making biased reporting 
appear evenhanded and taking unfair shots at a much-needed program.   

An Even Hand? Tough to Keep It Steady Enough for All 

Some writers try to examine a topic by using facts--and then letting the reader decide. 
This article examines the federal estate tax levied on transfers of wealth when a person 
dies. Called the death tax by some, the debate is complicated--and even though the 
article is fact driven, readers might disagree on the overall message.  
 
Water issues have also been in the headlines, and in this commentary, the writer says 
both farmers and nonfarmers are developing more awareness about water quality--and 

he thinks this is good for consumers and producers alike.  
 
CAST publishes issue papers, commentaries, and more, using an unbiased, peer-reviewed approach. Check 
out the many free downloads in the publication section on the organization's website.   
  

 

 

 

Questions of cost, classification, and more 
with lab meat production. 

 

Friday Notes News Categories 
Photos courtesy of the Agricultural Research Service (top masthead); TopLatest News (globe at 
right). P. 1 Perdue pic from bipartisonpolicy.org, planet pic from npr.org, whale pic from 
markthiessenAP.jpg, and coyote pic from npr.org. P. 2 meat diagram from steemit.com and water 
pic from allpsdfile.jpg. Animal Sec. pig pic from metro.co.uk. Plant Sec. plant pic from 
dfw.cbslocal.com. Inter. Sec. delivery pic from gettyimages.com. Gen. Sec. wind turbine pic from 
greatbigstory.com. Unless otherwise noted, photos courtesy of the USDA Agricultural Research 
Service.      

     

   Animal Agriculture and Environmental News 
  

Chicken Talk (audio):  Open Mic features Mike Brown, president of the National Chicken Council, who says 

the poultry industry is on an upswing--and he discusses several controversial issues.  

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001zklGiBWisUnnYtSmBIZ_GodgDH5Mhjt0z-eUtzAapFmezkfsWXEHkFMCwTmeFmAp8T51JkIbvJ9-GVV5ALSGmy89wtreNzsgS3ST7jXSpewO6xtyvF8cw_zoWY2NhP9tRjOJ8ZY3_MnUD95q5_Ng2jwG5DeY1jbP26AdCXAVQwdrxdeKB00YtYhZ3j0zbBgrJ3R4y2LKCYuvBxQ6EYCdU9PIGhU3IIJCazBfkzcDShPUagZI1xAeW2P9oxswXbCyojPpToXCRO_GVgLp6b0lLk2zPv0kS3dnGzjou-ainiA=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001zklGiBWisUnnYtSmBIZ_GodgDH5Mhjt0z-eUtzAapFmezkfsWXEHkFMCwTmeFmAp6sSa63DiPXO6KkDdXNbj22u0YHvMP6rseTpN32W1E-M_MRpBm3H_r4r0GLJa9zFJREubDF2UkUG7p9-h9WvfViFaGJ3FuCUZtF62UFpmIYun0AC9wKsANV7QuzVvSQGT1tPyBL3iICKtlZ3txFATK__3vhlJdQvolvpQgeM6gYbP-NnLhBkdDpPO4vg-X0iPWj6bX5ss6PO_SisjRzPqNDK7cY94tm-a9rzln7glVK2Hf2a7ZNKJXHJYFdicflWeKf9r48paBc8WQZDpShLy6WurGh0okd5velBfsgqVqNNr4DQa1jBq2ribIhhPPfTuBF8RQMothoqj4jpyh5iTNPkBo-w6NFm7ZwbufAA40cSApsSRElAHyO8W2ByB3vAor2GUEvJfZt2uPvYoADjFXn74RQU_i1gTYiEK8k-ipCPEcdnsoh0hP7eeJ6DOkNvRw2H42j7KXkzl9TAtiQ4N62DUS-ELn4GROmqhVa4qNYA=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001zklGiBWisUnnYtSmBIZ_GodgDH5Mhjt0z-eUtzAapFmezkfsWXEHkFMCwTmeFmAp6sSa63DiPXO6KkDdXNbj22u0YHvMP6rseTpN32W1E-M_MRpBm3H_r4r0GLJa9zFJREubDF2UkUG7p9-h9WvfViFaGJ3FuCUZtF62UFpmIYun0AC9wKsANV7QuzVvSQGT1tPyBL3iICKtlZ3txFATK__3vhlJdQvolvpQgeM6gYbP-NnLhBkdDpPO4vg-X0iPWj6bX5ss6PO_SisjRzPqNDK7cY94tm-a9rzln7glVK2Hf2a7ZNKJXHJYFdicflWeKf9r48paBc8WQZDpShLy6WurGh0okd5velBfsgqVqNNr4DQa1jBq2ribIhhPPfTuBF8RQMothoqj4jpyh5iTNPkBo-w6NFm7ZwbufAA40cSApsSRElAHyO8W2ByB3vAor2GUEvJfZt2uPvYoADjFXn74RQU_i1gTYiEK8k-ipCPEcdnsoh0hP7eeJ6DOkNvRw2H42j7KXkzl9TAtiQ4N62DUS-ELn4GROmqhVa4qNYA=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001zklGiBWisUnnYtSmBIZ_GodgDH5Mhjt0z-eUtzAapFmezkfsWXEHkFMCwTmeFmApbrwhl4a-qV_Ipx0H7tCNr0AsVO46qmMLxaD-MFHfWK7XbHU9ZpEAbDJzWhvGmfoPVB0FuhkRXkxObJ93-d0XfOfccpYljAi1Xh_3T8k3CqhXj_PqGvU2yRQb4QSHR7nuxCHvuU081MaDs8Wymo59qhm39P4YjLDQEtee2RwgVyjZvJ37z8WehiALTm5WYSSe&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001zklGiBWisUnnYtSmBIZ_GodgDH5Mhjt0z-eUtzAapFmezkfsWXEHkFMCwTmeFmApbrwhl4a-qV_Ipx0H7tCNr0AsVO46qmMLxaD-MFHfWK7XbHU9ZpEAbDJzWhvGmfoPVB0FuhkRXkxObJ93-d0XfOfccpYljAi1Xh_3T8k3CqhXj_PqGvU2yRQb4QSHR7nuxCHvuU081MaDs8Wymo59qhm39P4YjLDQEtee2RwgVyjZvJ37z8WehiALTm5WYSSe&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001zklGiBWisUnnYtSmBIZ_GodgDH5Mhjt0z-eUtzAapFmezkfsWXEHkFMCwTmeFmApU4NIKlgRJcEZUUPkFoEzX-E0xDzNjzFtFrkLs6ScqVdEKSDqENNnuv-_R-HLnmeGXC9OPeQlfi_zYzuDMcSfkZdIbyer9hrHVeV49lLbFAMCFfjOC_jtvktn8syojJfNBuuq-WBiXRY0QaphnSz9GggnfCQG1rkRglHex4HbqQtCnwPwEmJnuscbeiLVjHAA&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001zklGiBWisUnnYtSmBIZ_GodgDH5Mhjt0z-eUtzAapFmezkfsWXEHkFMCwTmeFmApU4NIKlgRJcEZUUPkFoEzX-E0xDzNjzFtFrkLs6ScqVdEKSDqENNnuv-_R-HLnmeGXC9OPeQlfi_zYzuDMcSfkZdIbyer9hrHVeV49lLbFAMCFfjOC_jtvktn8syojJfNBuuq-WBiXRY0QaphnSz9GggnfCQG1rkRglHex4HbqQtCnwPwEmJnuscbeiLVjHAA&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001zklGiBWisUnnYtSmBIZ_GodgDH5Mhjt0z-eUtzAapFmezkfsWXEHkFMCwTmeFmAp9bMGft8OminGZ-DidjCrbi9LXRSS9L7MHuNCMOkMBfWh-Kn5ewMK0fJlHDKQN2HRhO2qkD9e3NJIrTf9a8GuXkPQxxlNmcMSYdmb2ybq5CLk8nKLX8vTeQjtOhOO1jUBW7cmcFBMRfz7gPSV7Adtn2_SoctabgSHz9gxqYcDFp2T1DanwSNLRA==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001zklGiBWisUnnYtSmBIZ_GodgDH5Mhjt0z-eUtzAapFmezkfsWXEHkFMCwTmeFmAptVrCjv7Q-o--80P9UkjXkpiva0rpXQjAZO1Ih5m2FYWRLfquQV07_S6bvWvvdJNcJL3q5G69fpy1whbatajqrO3d_8YevV2SBR4dzBZCiI6d0PF1yqSs3yzCCMTpj_S0eiBeKdWwzMuZ9_O7STjw0cbunWz8V8G08QbZT9wau8p_wnh1zwXr62mprN3XkdWRKUTBkX59vLAUUChacIYtxpoiZJsn4C1nSuvzv_Ifjfo=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001zklGiBWisUnnYtSmBIZ_GodgDH5Mhjt0z-eUtzAapFmezkfsWXEHkHHvpp-lBCI1STukGV00nfhsvMkQmBknDgzMy6J7mo17z_CgxX5lEpP44t2o-JxXv8wJ2jinf01R5YQEeL-3eibGa6crt4gOJwINYA04M5Lz3HjKQTOo6_8aMCJRlPMUU5G1ePJnFa9BkGUSrrNiYvI=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001zklGiBWisUnnYtSmBIZ_GodgDH5Mhjt0z-eUtzAapFmezkfsWXEHkByvukr6jlZscZG68LAEJS3UbYuJG08GFHg-hp-AjdgA68IiSApipIm3IpAbTc431wIRz7gnyIPTukx9YT_JgKnN_Ftt0ujV2HC8AS5Ph9sGyxWFCtuHaY_1IrFUVD22Rw==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001zklGiBWisUnnYtSmBIZ_GodgDH5Mhjt0z-eUtzAapFmezkfsWXEHkFMCwTmeFmApfZlr0-QjIos51lzfcj7RhQUkC01tVhTUoQARtvokiULrKmSNZgPguDJs1m4NURM0phbLh0CxxBkI3h7TrU85rcpN1rsfx2BZ-jHy8ebslnQZIErT_LNG_Do-m3uGG-2dlBNsvmyXGt4o6nxJV_w2oktzqXNQIK5dmaTQeGkEIHc=&c=&ch=


Stocker Calves, Research, and Profits:  Texas A&M 

research is focusing on identifying optimal strategies and 

stocking rates for producers.    

 

Analyzing Hog Numbers:  During the last five weeks, hog 

slaughter has been up 2.9%, and hog prices have been up 

8% compared to a year ago. This article looks at possible 

reasons for this unusual situation.       

  

Slow Grow or No Go?  The topic of using "slower-growing" 

broiler chicken breeds in U.S. poultry production continues 

to gain momentum, but this study raises questions about its 

outcomes.   

 

Probiotic Pig Cleaning?  This study compared a commercial probiotic cleaning protocol of hog houses to a 

conventional protocol. The trial did not lead to lower infection. Most say longer-term research could be helpful.  

 

U.S. Beef--Asian Barbecue:  Beef organizations are promoting barbecue concepts in two of the top-

performing markets for U.S. beef--Japan and Taiwan.   

 

Pet Power:  This expert from the College of Veterinary Medicine at The Ohio State University talks about 

emerging research that demonstrates the powerful bond between pets and their owners.  

 

In Search of Climbing Cows:  UC-Davis researchers are working to develop an easy, inexpensive genetic 

test to help ranchers improve cattle distribution by breeding hill-climbing cows.  

 

Titonka--Buffalo Meat in Demand:  According to this article, the bison business is in the strongest, most 

stable position it has ever been in, due to consumer demand for the meat.     

     

 

 

 

They purchased a "micro pig" pet, and it 
became a 670-pound macro pig. 

   

   Food Science and Safety News 
  

Dirty Dozen, Clean Fifteen, and Nutrition Advice (opinion):  This editorial contends the best thing you can 

do is consume lots of vegetables and fruit--and not worry about "Dirty Dozen" or "Clean Fifteen" lists.  

 

 

 

Access CAST Issue Paper #56: Process 

Labeling of Food: Consumer Behavior, 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001zklGiBWisUnnYtSmBIZ_GodgDH5Mhjt0z-eUtzAapFmezkfsWXEHkFMCwTmeFmAp2bwqqlIy-eqsB2fEoseS7WaAgxq29ycs7xZ3-9W8BvSg0Ajc_FgtethC0fOzKaheTqmhEaVCpA-5TJ4_8H-1qmyppI0zca_I1dPv9eUk76D6K0tsp62GHAdUFQa_xRTZJ8qUeElfEFex2ayRPSL6uthaTVYyRDmOsY8C1itLHoaXDbI4yYn_f65B-QJKDySqmpVcN7Fu9XN87L7UjK5DAg==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001zklGiBWisUnnYtSmBIZ_GodgDH5Mhjt0z-eUtzAapFmezkfsWXEHkFMCwTmeFmAp2bwqqlIy-eqsB2fEoseS7WaAgxq29ycs7xZ3-9W8BvSg0Ajc_FgtethC0fOzKaheTqmhEaVCpA-5TJ4_8H-1qmyppI0zca_I1dPv9eUk76D6K0tsp62GHAdUFQa_xRTZJ8qUeElfEFex2ayRPSL6uthaTVYyRDmOsY8C1itLHoaXDbI4yYn_f65B-QJKDySqmpVcN7Fu9XN87L7UjK5DAg==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001zklGiBWisUnnYtSmBIZ_GodgDH5Mhjt0z-eUtzAapFmezkfsWXEHkFMCwTmeFmAp11PF-kEfq0l0A7cz4o_FRXWjqc8gzdlien3ut3thPRaBuCrTtyMClTUULzyviHTyDve2rRuYRczAxqsR23vq2ai2L15ECA7FaT2SpE_gVt-Ck81MG8BO2TmSooztxSFNeJiU_lPXsiM4a0VTt25RIAkiPXbmpUa91tpnCn6bPU3bKSjei6Re9X83bqCBHnXF3xp-4cSAQgc=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001zklGiBWisUnnYtSmBIZ_GodgDH5Mhjt0z-eUtzAapFmezkfsWXEHkFMCwTmeFmAp11PF-kEfq0l0A7cz4o_FRXWjqc8gzdlien3ut3thPRaBuCrTtyMClTUULzyviHTyDve2rRuYRczAxqsR23vq2ai2L15ECA7FaT2SpE_gVt-Ck81MG8BO2TmSooztxSFNeJiU_lPXsiM4a0VTt25RIAkiPXbmpUa91tpnCn6bPU3bKSjei6Re9X83bqCBHnXF3xp-4cSAQgc=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001zklGiBWisUnnYtSmBIZ_GodgDH5Mhjt0z-eUtzAapFmezkfsWXEHkFMCwTmeFmApM1r2J6Un-oqVvIUjxn3QUqHSEr_7sAEnHb7XdX49DEo8Z70ZGVJIll1mLnHkwmqm0dRTUfySEydknQpX9SxdRqdrzmRhFpwYwse7rtBOvM2oxG1VNjf-vFPa8Hzy5STgM4ZgaqIzgMY2V2CypMFNtLONZMTnAaZVZhEHjiBU4cZiVMGnrUDM_rhyOt7QKDW2dbp0jXZodCxdyRH-zUGDOAQyleSjDsRqZAUifW0vuUwnM6XFcmUxn9q_KzncFrzqNB-6H0IzRQpRKyompXXSRP8X6uo-uh3FLqDHCSkqol8OO3-keTRZfHg63RFat9M9dfIsFg7SliCIXvuHjLU67yFW1FUGRF1bl1JlkWQNsMGbom8LACmjdRRZzBATB97GhUNe4fsNS7Cpm7ou5j-EqpIdTr77GUHsdEg-y3i6BYr7Z1WcyOSLFbTJc0k9ZiDEX83XJJQyzLt-LBu5yJlIpqVVorVJQKLKcg6plsmdl7Y=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001zklGiBWisUnnYtSmBIZ_GodgDH5Mhjt0z-eUtzAapFmezkfsWXEHkFMCwTmeFmApM1r2J6Un-oqVvIUjxn3QUqHSEr_7sAEnHb7XdX49DEo8Z70ZGVJIll1mLnHkwmqm0dRTUfySEydknQpX9SxdRqdrzmRhFpwYwse7rtBOvM2oxG1VNjf-vFPa8Hzy5STgM4ZgaqIzgMY2V2CypMFNtLONZMTnAaZVZhEHjiBU4cZiVMGnrUDM_rhyOt7QKDW2dbp0jXZodCxdyRH-zUGDOAQyleSjDsRqZAUifW0vuUwnM6XFcmUxn9q_KzncFrzqNB-6H0IzRQpRKyompXXSRP8X6uo-uh3FLqDHCSkqol8OO3-keTRZfHg63RFat9M9dfIsFg7SliCIXvuHjLU67yFW1FUGRF1bl1JlkWQNsMGbom8LACmjdRRZzBATB97GhUNe4fsNS7Cpm7ou5j-EqpIdTr77GUHsdEg-y3i6BYr7Z1WcyOSLFbTJc0k9ZiDEX83XJJQyzLt-LBu5yJlIpqVVorVJQKLKcg6plsmdl7Y=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001zklGiBWisUnnYtSmBIZ_GodgDH5Mhjt0z-eUtzAapFmezkfsWXEHkFMCwTmeFmApfDgiTEaRNufChRV19g4xNR9kZardyH6BuzxbbyM98P02lSHWFaV92QntQtUBqRclGHecgwTMaaNwTojsE8QpdieFq0FcFTXHyfHGFk8hEclgzrM5Gznsla0UUH2952HPK4XxW_iYlK5pMw97GQmTfiwk_wHhd7Y1zEuA6503EmiCrNJiXuQ_Deoj3gQ7Tpm1mYqtpqhLD97d5xCris2zHlnqHC9506JffP2RL8H-Ahbh1_0e6lX7Qh7Cr6wrbbDbdaWtUKG7-NLgoeQFfIdBnLzXavUy--Na-TWoNWluB-KJTWgu_5Tz0_PTMIWWZk7m-SOtnD3XqRjP5t3Piuz7r-haPQpc4AARIZ1blDq1hlQ=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001zklGiBWisUnnYtSmBIZ_GodgDH5Mhjt0z-eUtzAapFmezkfsWXEHkFMCwTmeFmApKUzFI9u4EqI_QShm66QKAho3QUqFOY0vxs86qwkdYHEidanjcXnGAS5S7I3VZ55lm534Wb2MvHsAzf3JTiUcRHLhREFQlETfRKwEc4z0G8EqAAakORrDpRcSg_Jjy3yiqjY-3k-hjTwUSasPC-I2ZRS1UgAVAvsl-QHyrVigVZ4=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001zklGiBWisUnnYtSmBIZ_GodgDH5Mhjt0z-eUtzAapFmezkfsWXEHkFMCwTmeFmApfGS_yCLPdlwS8VkjBaqby-Rknjs1U10bBR149SqQkBb1lIDqX_yzwCfDK6zZJUvu8R7U580gcCjNn7THHb1tMXf5Y_fGIL80-1z89XWqqoTNj1UpaPR4zIBfEsgniM5GdPO8yvrGxMUrBTnKcu3Dttsg4utIoOoE0fnNuonm69fNOAJUGEc7dG3Bzt_7HCXNU1wC5ftKezddMGwjwkJJ15pGLFTo4iz42DzNl7cNOZeksgPquGk6zSB3skhWit2CY3jgNYlE8uLYRme06DA3MCXFscCHbRYjlO6GpUZQaOvFMUojSGncal1cs-TVBSiIDd9Dvz1olcVCz4BbObgeKA==&c=&ch=
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Grocery Shopping Trends:  Grocery shopping is changing 

dramatically to meet the needs of consumers whose demographics, 
lifestyles, desires, and consumption trends have evolved.   
 
In Store or Online? (related to above):  This article looks at grocery shoppers and the choice between in-

store or online shopping.  
   
Fat, Sugar, and Common Sense (opinion):  The anti-fat and anti-sugar factions may battle, but this food 

expert says the fight against obesity cuts across the entire spectrum of children's experiences.  
 
Adjust Your Body--and Your Attitude:  Bariatric surgery can slim your body, but attitude and behavior also 

play key roles in long-term weight loss, according to new research from Cornell University.    
 
How Sweet It Is:  Sweet potatoes are undergoing a modern renaissance in the United States--farmers 

produced more in 2015 than in any year since World War II.    
 
Kinder, Gentler Food Processing:  Ohio State University innovations about food processing technologies 
made the cover story in December's issue of Food Technology.       

 
Heartburn?  Some scientists say that eating hot red chili peppers may lower the risk of death from vascular-

related conditions--but the world's hottest pepper, the Carolina Reaper, could make you think you're dying. 

the Agricultural Sector, and Policy 

Recommendations.  
  

    

   Plant Agriculture and Environmental News  
  

It's Alive--Maybe (video):  This site provides 

recommendations about how to buy a plant and not kill it off.    
   
Corn Beauty:  A farmer reconnects with his Native American 

heritage by hunting for old varieties of corn. He uncovered a 
brilliant strain of corn now called Glass Gem Corn.    
 
Herbicides and Crop Sensitivity:  Texas A&M experts are 

working on technology that identifies crop fields sensitive to 
certain herbicides so farmers know which fields are safe for 
application of new products.    
 
Digging in the Dirt:  Precision Planting is beta testing their 

new product called SmartFirmer--it gives farmers a look into 
the mystery below the soil's surface.   
 
Soybean Approved:  China recently approved Bayer and MS 

Technologies' Balance GT Soybeans for import. With the European Union's previous approval, the companies 
are closer to a full U.S. commercial launch.  
 
Drought-resistant Bean:  The tepary bean is one of the most heat- and drought-tolerant crops in the world. It 

thrives on sporadic monsoon watering and can germinate with a single rainfall. 
 
Bee Food:  These winter-blooming plants can give bees a boost. 

 
Elixir of Life? We've Heard This Before:  Two Mediterranean plants have been found to contain miracle 

properties that could ward off the symptoms of both Alzheimer's and Parkinson's disease.     
   
  

 

 

 

Hmm. My plant's Spotify list is loaded with 
songs from the Flower Power Era.    

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001zklGiBWisUnnYtSmBIZ_GodgDH5Mhjt0z-eUtzAapFmezkfsWXEHkFMCwTmeFmApipCwZxqXNnX14OlmouDfmVSoLUj3kmKFFltE6QPPzmLbZP4dkwXzEqqPZSnRF5GqcIxo6TMWmumEf-YUdsoGwJ-TaoDX7HWNDAaePJc2MleIYf1Eq5cyKzQfuQH5ENRDd70RACF0d49uJ_gTvTshLsaE8YRih0V1cJgxjYjAEZE1pKz2cf3IIEVRb0OctUkjA0u_psBa4NE=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001zklGiBWisUnnYtSmBIZ_GodgDH5Mhjt0z-eUtzAapFmezkfsWXEHkFMCwTmeFmApipCwZxqXNnX14OlmouDfmVSoLUj3kmKFFltE6QPPzmLbZP4dkwXzEqqPZSnRF5GqcIxo6TMWmumEf-YUdsoGwJ-TaoDX7HWNDAaePJc2MleIYf1Eq5cyKzQfuQH5ENRDd70RACF0d49uJ_gTvTshLsaE8YRih0V1cJgxjYjAEZE1pKz2cf3IIEVRb0OctUkjA0u_psBa4NE=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001zklGiBWisUnnYtSmBIZ_GodgDH5Mhjt0z-eUtzAapFmezkfsWXEHkFMCwTmeFmApWiXKYdxCqxl8ZTKV00FLvzHbM1GQZIM9qfpAEp3l4N8XacMVgTUeMGBCXnUCgqodYZjpJg6yAsemt72GMyaAZ2kmvq0YEO0Rsgm5m0uTq45DiJ9Ig2m4ao0JymdFA_9aSMsQUYnQpog_IIfvtpg8F2MEXmNUVOQu8BXAgox53oAynws5iTORKPwQhI2JOMQ_BTdc3oFX-pIwRD3XqbZeEU_aooMK1xtS7XEoOVh5yQ5_uym-1ZTlIJKxCp5tKXfkYgR-H3Y0n2Gj1nZeNoBoi3R9hpc-Q5ecKBsFaqTcoXukXUJnWxqAdgAjNNK0H03vmyNf3knxw11tjHgs2pft77--CEK7io0Q50Jxk2nR9_Ip0GmMF646nQ==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001zklGiBWisUnnYtSmBIZ_GodgDH5Mhjt0z-eUtzAapFmezkfsWXEHkFMCwTmeFmApWiXKYdxCqxl8ZTKV00FLvzHbM1GQZIM9qfpAEp3l4N8XacMVgTUeMGBCXnUCgqodYZjpJg6yAsemt72GMyaAZ2kmvq0YEO0Rsgm5m0uTq45DiJ9Ig2m4ao0JymdFA_9aSMsQUYnQpog_IIfvtpg8F2MEXmNUVOQu8BXAgox53oAynws5iTORKPwQhI2JOMQ_BTdc3oFX-pIwRD3XqbZeEU_aooMK1xtS7XEoOVh5yQ5_uym-1ZTlIJKxCp5tKXfkYgR-H3Y0n2Gj1nZeNoBoi3R9hpc-Q5ecKBsFaqTcoXukXUJnWxqAdgAjNNK0H03vmyNf3knxw11tjHgs2pft77--CEK7io0Q50Jxk2nR9_Ip0GmMF646nQ==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001zklGiBWisUnnYtSmBIZ_GodgDH5Mhjt0z-eUtzAapFmezkfsWXEHkFMCwTmeFmApGLBL8A0RtgX82gWOxpIPoHn1Zi5M5VmxSeSKlBqD-6jilGSj-EzOzybelocr_pFNnjQLCPV7l2vVBmG_efokBZjrJy2utgzslsVuNRmbnuWjkzDJ6s5h3J1eSusM97T4hhnhFbRCLafJTbTeMpvTC4Rh8u_ieuQ02mYbhvmnz1snp16_f5nngNyyVlgo_i7_53sunsMpvmk=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001zklGiBWisUnnYtSmBIZ_GodgDH5Mhjt0z-eUtzAapFmezkfsWXEHkFMCwTmeFmApLl31kGCt0eteSDj05GA9RFhOWd2NBJhznxA7gzrkSbQkYcQ8huRHEvjIffZf9l0HNTvloVTYgjWwH9kYhoXA-JyZY7LXSZXhg5cmBCJmSU8ezKH9S0ycTr9b_G0u21r43vgps8HbhOrtxV3nVZuoxQIGTM2-k6kByLB6KsRdrafwF-wREyjkq7yJwedaapFc&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001zklGiBWisUnnYtSmBIZ_GodgDH5Mhjt0z-eUtzAapFmezkfsWXEHkFMCwTmeFmApLl31kGCt0eteSDj05GA9RFhOWd2NBJhznxA7gzrkSbQkYcQ8huRHEvjIffZf9l0HNTvloVTYgjWwH9kYhoXA-JyZY7LXSZXhg5cmBCJmSU8ezKH9S0ycTr9b_G0u21r43vgps8HbhOrtxV3nVZuoxQIGTM2-k6kByLB6KsRdrafwF-wREyjkq7yJwedaapFc&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001zklGiBWisUnnYtSmBIZ_GodgDH5Mhjt0z-eUtzAapFmezkfsWXEHkFMCwTmeFmApVZ7ZWPY-ORj0iueLzhoR-P9I5ekjNjwVLuCr-a9tx9Oz8VChaYZck6Mv9GjkOWoFOohPZC7KM04UbA3HYSAgVLlKMT6JtOsjPSna5emveW4juisvkPV4BkPcpGdayr6ANUxhtC9ijkwAx4wWjSzLJYvYthVOzCSLaeCV-bCrQcoJOXVjFl8ynnCWgtLxyFUh&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001zklGiBWisUnnYtSmBIZ_GodgDH5Mhjt0z-eUtzAapFmezkfsWXEHkFMCwTmeFmApE0jjJZ4ig7lfot7nkMcd8Y_47c_kianqc0MHr4G702TAkCzc-9t9sy-7rUzPwOOzwnxAC6lowO5hHmmYaY4XgCdLNq8Cg0NKCJ0VwcF3bywAPeGogCqi6xiPngRylwOfOlhpnUxnfYltMFi7gnxroR394I1IBJjPFug7f9inIFk0Vb9ZKhy6ACN3Pm6UcUEb9qXyirKA0-EMmBH1agceO5-1IYBxvwzGK17zQ0nkjwxaB8y6LM6VKQ==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001zklGiBWisUnnYtSmBIZ_GodgDH5Mhjt0z-eUtzAapFmezkfsWXEHkFMCwTmeFmApO9syOVnBg9zYAyD133EImBytpb1mRFqb-5wur5Zr-USdeoI7h9axU9jXEsK4PuGrSxX1SLvqAfcIvgY1dsbl7iS9LYImrA9BRpGkmgHninGgRmfY2XKp1F69zz4fdDgI4Mn7MuGFp0RQZh3Uz6JeM4f2rMU7lb84Z9aVnuSS3-VeqmREEQLudq0yV0ye_2bIOzdZqSDbuD8=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001zklGiBWisUnnYtSmBIZ_GodgDH5Mhjt0z-eUtzAapFmezkfsWXEHkFMCwTmeFmApF9gbuelgP_ynO_amANML9t_Xo2JsflNIXByWLME3LlX6J7X76Etfs6JWWXgYmtpo5BpkrU7OZaR0arULXcuENpYkOPy4Yr4rtUkOlNN16MtNAKpo025FQ28oy1GZ6m7S19eBFUi6kpYqIa7YDN1tEP8c9F3rDmSKhcxmd-E-JShpHLfKX4d0VPVNsmHlgCTu_lE1_V_JH6M3H8M1-BAUxqCZsY6QRSoi5zTC_FoxS_3nzvKSiueDiQ==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001zklGiBWisUnnYtSmBIZ_GodgDH5Mhjt0z-eUtzAapFmezkfsWXEHkJvfGqGXEA6zZhiJ03o9IlPw-PqbfmC_qFP630JihVJAvcCi-9wLfLfag4qa8bpMplogLsv21MEsw_1s3N263zc3Pz-y2GRbBmSvPVc_2orGxmGuiWue4XMor4Bdmglwz3e76a2C7YxyNcYxOxnQFirCt84K5X2THRaoUWvCkd6UvODNuCAen-YrC2bYG0oPIPbsd_vef73bagZRaV8KCVTkZEwxjcfTCiEUqHxnhZSSPSqAL0C-aTWk6Llzz4BAfoSfvvVh2go6iXJWUwJHJGgOoEZWaHurRPhNWRTqHr9vnCQ62h41Wt99My8pzM2VCQ==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001zklGiBWisUnnYtSmBIZ_GodgDH5Mhjt0z-eUtzAapFmezkfsWXEHkJvfGqGXEA6zZhiJ03o9IlPw-PqbfmC_qFP630JihVJAvcCi-9wLfLfag4qa8bpMplogLsv21MEsw_1s3N263zc3Pz-y2GRbBmSvPVc_2orGxmGuiWue4XMor4Bdmglwz3e76a2C7YxyNcYxOxnQFirCt84K5X2THRaoUWvCkd6UvODNuCAen-YrC2bYG0oPIPbsd_vef73bagZRaV8KCVTkZEwxjcfTCiEUqHxnhZSSPSqAL0C-aTWk6Llzz4BAfoSfvvVh2go6iXJWUwJHJGgOoEZWaHurRPhNWRTqHr9vnCQ62h41Wt99My8pzM2VCQ==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001zklGiBWisUnnYtSmBIZ_GodgDH5Mhjt0z-eUtzAapFmezkfsWXEHkFMCwTmeFmApnYTh8kJOGDWwuJgUG5bTsT-xZOyyWYmBKDD7DYcXWzh0oj63MNHwP56epRJKVPFLOkwn4RBMxePZ9xODpEcCXTm4ioGH0_N4ws-T7fjGHB7p91aWTin4HVmjjN_oc4W2&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001zklGiBWisUnnYtSmBIZ_GodgDH5Mhjt0z-eUtzAapFmezkfsWXEHkFMCwTmeFmApsu4tXaq1c8iAAMU8A1elqa7t3TaKJIu3qS76CRcLFf_f1dDcHApaxmsMhj3-H-s7CNnQMYSxXpSmUOZOZw1DjbN75VIZL1lVqornpjhUtKQIVLLAF9YnN8spfaGD8WcJXL7503jA7PUijvi0QFfWwtlEynGUKhAShWc-aupc6aQ0WAR3bo-PBs86VHhL9w0DEqD7nCiTtOwgdfGwu2dG-g==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001zklGiBWisUnnYtSmBIZ_GodgDH5Mhjt0z-eUtzAapFmezkfsWXEHkFMCwTmeFmApsu4tXaq1c8iAAMU8A1elqa7t3TaKJIu3qS76CRcLFf_f1dDcHApaxmsMhj3-H-s7CNnQMYSxXpSmUOZOZw1DjbN75VIZL1lVqornpjhUtKQIVLLAF9YnN8spfaGD8WcJXL7503jA7PUijvi0QFfWwtlEynGUKhAShWc-aupc6aQ0WAR3bo-PBs86VHhL9w0DEqD7nCiTtOwgdfGwu2dG-g==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001zklGiBWisUnnYtSmBIZ_GodgDH5Mhjt0z-eUtzAapFmezkfsWXEHkFMCwTmeFmApr_2nSSQ_PYJcI62a9Cw9_Gxt1VbCrs2nxi_IFi2Pu3NzmflJSuaCa2UKLLwanxs9geNNJ_r4aK9auNs3kRvLOAKbqrVJjeVDLY0qcJtuu31NXAtpg_DmO5aK4RxfsKjekQn7x69jY0Uu-i36WAXkdUVbc7JWCcziPWQoSy9T1NW5-jOizaagTvH3pOy_vxCeRE9vtD5kMxkOmK1XTVZqMwa-GBEbls_X&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001zklGiBWisUnnYtSmBIZ_GodgDH5Mhjt0z-eUtzAapFmezkfsWXEHkFMCwTmeFmApr_2nSSQ_PYJcI62a9Cw9_Gxt1VbCrs2nxi_IFi2Pu3NzmflJSuaCa2UKLLwanxs9geNNJ_r4aK9auNs3kRvLOAKbqrVJjeVDLY0qcJtuu31NXAtpg_DmO5aK4RxfsKjekQn7x69jY0Uu-i36WAXkdUVbc7JWCcziPWQoSy9T1NW5-jOizaagTvH3pOy_vxCeRE9vtD5kMxkOmK1XTVZqMwa-GBEbls_X&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001zklGiBWisUnnYtSmBIZ_GodgDH5Mhjt0z-eUtzAapFmezkfsWXEHkFMCwTmeFmApd3yVvktm7vYedoJJM14PsL6-mkgbL-7TZhlAtbAN1aWcowVhOT1Q6XcCrIVJcOQ36D2fy1DIbH9GdjdSuLvQm30IM7SKPhMvvzt9icPTFDeWaSauFnqAhL5krldMxbaAjwkMk3uBLQlM-8lXSJzEfx0jQwMwK7Ga1O9Sazrs-JNoi0_yzZzqBewlGmnfVMJLgdHNLpVzLOY=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001zklGiBWisUnnYtSmBIZ_GodgDH5Mhjt0z-eUtzAapFmezkfsWXEHkFMCwTmeFmApefCKQIPcu1-yxOar6ihcq22ewCkqdE5kbY1eLc6RoYc7HShIJh1HHgeaXIjgKBe44UGX_Z72Ct2ZxhtRRKzj7l3qkC-4cLKFBljpd3ZXqMnNVYu8sB_rr2KnOh2TFVYEWhCGuEjKR_vOMUEylfOvM-0aU461wBGzh0EQw_FQ2nOEL9_RHPl5Mu1IBVNvRiG9&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001zklGiBWisUnnYtSmBIZ_GodgDH5Mhjt0z-eUtzAapFmezkfsWXEHkFMCwTmeFmApsECCUj9M64WBdG2mC35HPJftPCTEzoGtoMwIHNOPxGoYqDhzFPlyrrs-sLzKMsYDp4f7Hlu1RGir2dkTjrSor6oAVtXMIVj0vuiyKA7GvVENl1hmfURBRyFyaB-tlm1HksYbwfd8LY66LkO1ObcGjvpOgtusmZLFAWSEnuU2bx8=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001zklGiBWisUnnYtSmBIZ_GodgDH5Mhjt0z-eUtzAapFmezkfsWXEHkFMCwTmeFmApKEORjKaRTd1lm_oNDJxlksut1bv8UMNiBcFFGUts7INB6WkLsJZlgt-uHU47GqpSYD8Db8Y3GJmZPUbfjLdpWVm9V9R42iogico0U5K6wuemx1xazlSAuAbZ7lesEe-rgxytu2mzmuLVEfkntuOa5oW9ReQ_RIbqqSDtJYme4MoPUAgP1QzeIFsVYm8fR5kc8CsTARWyIEc=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001zklGiBWisUnnYtSmBIZ_GodgDH5Mhjt0z-eUtzAapFmezkfsWXEHkFMCwTmeFmApsry02YE0b9N1UCjyVMrDZS5_pFmADqGcLWDOv-PfOGIQ6HK7wGSNOpxDE6TH-wg1v4YgEmoeZArbHZEWIOqzOrBMj4Q3hZofGA5TO8Tp1yfY75kRQ6F6hgBKhjOcL9mLcXcCF69PpziJv_I6oCYLSbS4sXkNMgELHMEpS9kiQTPG29LVYZuy2U7393ZfRF3Se5M_CHQNcIw=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001zklGiBWisUnnYtSmBIZ_GodgDH5Mhjt0z-eUtzAapFmezkfsWXEHkFMCwTmeFmApsry02YE0b9N1UCjyVMrDZS5_pFmADqGcLWDOv-PfOGIQ6HK7wGSNOpxDE6TH-wg1v4YgEmoeZArbHZEWIOqzOrBMj4Q3hZofGA5TO8Tp1yfY75kRQ6F6hgBKhjOcL9mLcXcCF69PpziJv_I6oCYLSbS4sXkNMgELHMEpS9kiQTPG29LVYZuy2U7393ZfRF3Se5M_CHQNcIw=&c=&ch=


    

  International News    
  

Tie This Kangaroo Down, Sport (video):  A jogger in Australia was mauled by a kangaroo. She was knocked 

over and scratched by the large marsupial.  

 

Scottish Wind Power:  Scotland set two new wind power records, as they generated enough power for all the 

nation's electricity needs over a record four straight days.     

 

Dabbawalas--Old-fashioned Delivery System 

That Works (video):  This intricate but chaotic 

system delivers hundreds of thousands of meals on 

foot and by bike in one of India's busiest cities every 

day.   

 

Trade Banter:  An influential Chinese state-run 

newspaper again warned that U.S. agricultural 

imports could be targets for retaliation in any trade 

war with the new U.S. administration.      

 

Animal Feed Is a Gas:  A group in Finland is trying 

to convert methane-rich biogas into raw materials for animal feed.  

 

The Beans of Brazil:  Brazilian soybeans could saturate the market, but transportation obstacles remain for 

farmers trying to move their products.  

 

Buckeyes and Baby Food:  The Ohio State University has worked together with Sokoine University of 

Agriculture to improve the microbial quality of homemade baby foods in Tanzania.    

 

Chopper Help:  New Zealand cherry producers are flying helicopters over their orchards to dry thousands of 

tons of cherries headed to Asia to feed rapidly growing demand from Chinese New Year revelers.     

  

 

 

 

Maybe not freaky fast--but efficient and popular. 

 

  General Interest News 

 

Wind Turbine Climber Has Work Space with a 
View (video):  This young woman works at dizzying 

heights to repair wind turbines. Check out this 
amazing video.    
 
Food as Medicine:  This "Shop with Your Doc" 

program sends doctors to the grocery store to meet 
patients who want nutrition/health advice.  
 
It's Not Easy, and Most of Us Aren't Rich:  The 

pinktractor.com blogger asked the farm community, 
"What is the one thing you wish people knew about 
farmers?"    
 
Precision Forecasting:  University of Florida 

research now provides farmers with tools to anticipate extreme weather such as severe heat or dry spells 

 

 

 

Acrophobia is not in her vocabulary. 
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http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001zklGiBWisUnnYtSmBIZ_GodgDH5Mhjt0z-eUtzAapFmezkfsWXEHkFMCwTmeFmApMQFs4bnfEvuCl7BOSEYd64gfe4cSBcpMwdR1c5h3jOoxZ17-OTJ10KVJyfPWZUQfRh5quIh-AJBQjSJQRjF7lA-Bhs_T-G9B6CElgW-vdnplmVRoL1RtmVkOSIpKpj5_uzL9RC8y5oM-95aELb9LZME-xA3-VkCFmEY3TffrvJpNljAc4lqzVQ==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001zklGiBWisUnnYtSmBIZ_GodgDH5Mhjt0z-eUtzAapFmezkfsWXEHkFMCwTmeFmApkRhUkMWQvVPlpfjmjzTxtTMFYFp-mGsenfqNUe2OZJ4NiEPkAqBjicWM0WTxSltX179N8AT7KpcUaF19Ryvb06Pyj4Xgns9e27QOe8ytHCAhx7h4M5-cK5x9CO3mPGUTKv6I6pROtoHQ812N_xpkD80686_d70OTz56VVvHzAWsomIRdfWqMp1P6hCzv6-eUv17UIhOpyWk=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001zklGiBWisUnnYtSmBIZ_GodgDH5Mhjt0z-eUtzAapFmezkfsWXEHkFMCwTmeFmApxvE5WvyoFwJpa2CRwbaKPjXAiqMrnejmNKPxT9tQ69eDfemDIim28foyM3ZixWaqvL1aFekZHSf-qm3qKeUhD6KdsuCfxbfAUpPgPvD7iztHLs1SpaT0IvSLerPowxcX2xHwtt6MAgM8R-E7X0M8phxN8ZaL6ofAhfiQHjFtt9fbjRbxrt_2LA==&c=&ch=
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http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001zklGiBWisUnnYtSmBIZ_GodgDH5Mhjt0z-eUtzAapFmezkfsWXEHkFMCwTmeFmApDjI6Facf-D45-nXvieZgFhzChRI_5hE6N_Q6upCj12999eTyyOlydF7sxmtigTxhEA_rK0nwgAqG5qmEZqeBSd-spvIa8TB_8LNtsirVKXg3Eu8YfU9UcTcna-Az51RNweh8VZMUGCUdJuGJhwwjCGB2mSzfpclm23q8u3nHl68KzyNOneuvKF0-nzWWi_gMPn9zlQR70WuNoxjR2hF0LQRYsZQeZuRx&c=&ch=


during the various phases of crop development. 
 
Quit Buggin' Me:  The United Nations estimates that two billion people practice entomophagy--eating bugs. 

Among the most commonly eaten bugs are beetles, caterpillars, bees, grasshoppers, and ants.    
 
So How Can I Cook Them? (related to above):  This blog adds to the information about entomophagy--and it 

provides a link to 40 insect recipes for your cooking enjoyment.   
 
I'm Forever Blowing Bubbles:  Kansas State University researchers are deploying small air bubbles invisible 

to the human eye in a quest to improve several popular dairy products such as condensed milk and yogurt.    
 
Aggies Fighting Diseases:  Texas A&M AgriLife received a monetary boost to bolster its aggressive fight to 

stem the spread of vector-borne diseases--and study mosquitoes and the viruses they transmit.     
  

CAST Information 

Check out CAST's page at the YouTube site to view highly regarded ag-
science videos about probiotics, food safety, and water issues--or the latest 
video dealing with proposed mandatory labeling of GMO food items. 

  
If you have a good idea for a CAST publication, contact us by clicking HERE for 
the "Proposal Format and Background Information Form."  
  
CAST provides Friday Notes as a benefit to its members.  Please do not forward, 
edit, copy, or distribute the Notes in any form to nonmembers without the express permission of the 
CAST Executive Vice President Kent Schescke (kschescke@cast-science.org). Instead, please 
encourage your colleagues to join CAST and thereby become eligible for all membership benefits. 

Contact Colleen Hamilton at 515-292-2125, ext. 224 or chamilton@cast-science.org, or CLICK HERE for CAST 
membership information. 

Societies, Companies, and Nonprofit Organizations 
Serving on the CAST Board of Representatives 

            
* American Association of Avian Pathologists  
* American Association of Bovine Practitioners   
* American Bar Association, Section of Environment, Energy, & Resources-Agricultural Management     
* American Dairy Science Association   
* American Farm Bureau Federation   
* American Meat Science Association   
* American Meteorological Society, Committee on Agricultural and Forest Meteorology 
* American Society for Nutrition Nutritional Sciences Council     
* American Society of Agricultural and Biological Engineers  
* American Society of Agronomy   

* American Society of Animal Science    
* American Society of Plant Biologists                                        
* American Veterinary Medical Association 
* Aquatic Plant Management Society 
* California Dairy Research Foundation                                          
* Council of Entomology Department Administrators    
* Croplife America   
* Crop Science Society of America                                                                        
* DuPont     
* Elanco Animal Health 
* Innovation Center for U.S. Dairy                                    
* Monsanto                                                                                      
* National Pork Board 

* North Carolina Biotechnology Center        
* North Central Weed Science Society 
* Northeastern Weed Science Society                               
* Poultry Science Association                                                     
* Society for In Vitro Biology  
* Soil Science Society of America                           
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* Syngenta Crop Protection  
* The Fertilizer Institute    
* United Soybean Board   
* Weed Science Society of America   
* Western Society of Weed Science 
* WinField, a Land O'Lakes Company   
  

CAST assembles, interprets, and communicates credible, science-based information regionally, nationally, and internationally to 

legislators, regulators, policymakers, the media, the private sector, and the public.    
 

Members of CAST's Education Program 

* Cal Poly 
* Cornell University 
* Iowa State University   
* Kansas State University    
* Mississippi State University  
* North Carolina State University    
* Texas A&M University College of Ag & Life Sciences    
* The Ohio State University    
* University of Arkansas System Division of Agriculture  
* University of California-Davis     
* University of Florida Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences  
* University of Kentucky    
* University of Nebraska Agricultural Research Division                                       
* University of Nevada  

  
Note: WinField Solutions (Land O'Lakes) provides sponsorship for the distribution of 

Friday Notes to the National Association of Agricultural Educators. 
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Ames, Iowa  50014-3347 
Phone: 515-292-2125, ext. 222; Fax: 515-292-4512; E-mail: dgogerty@cast-science.org  
   
**  With assistance from Carol Gostele (Managing Scientific Editor), Hannah Pagel (Student Administrative 
Assistant), and Mikayla Dolch (Student Administrative Assistant)    

  

 


